
ANNUAL REPORT 
2015-16

mikvachallenge.orgH   SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO JUDGE ABNER MIKVA (1926-2016)  H 



2   M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E    |    A N N UA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5 - 1 62   M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E    |    A N N UA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5 - 1 6



E N G A G E    :    C O N N E C T    :    T R U S T    :    PA R T I C I PAT E  3

Engage. Connect. Trust. Participate.

It has been a tough year for Chicago, for our democracy and, with the passing of our  
co-founder, Abner J. Mikva, it has been a tough year for Mikva Challenge. 

Yet 2016 has inspired a new kind of hope, passion and commitment in me as I saw our young people, 
teachers, board members and stakeholders work to keep our democracy vibrant and responsive by 
promoting peace in their communities, bridging youth-police relations, and modeling civil discourse.   
We can do this because our programs are built upon learning how to have empathy for one another.  
In fact, a recent study conducted by DePaul University of our Project Soapbox public speaking program 
found just that—empathy was the primary skill youth participants developed. 

This is urgent, and challenging, work. But through this report you’ll see just how much we’ve 
accomplished.  I invite you to stand with us as we double down on our commitment to young people,  
and work with renewed urgency to strengthen our democracy. 

We ENGAGE and support teachers to use action civics practices that they may have been hesitant  
to try. In doing so, we provide strategies and structures to cultivate youth voice and authentic democratic 
experiences in classrooms.  

We CONNECT youth by providing essential employment and employability skills through our  
Summer Fellows and Youth Council programs, hiring over 200 youth annually. 

Our phenomenal Mikva staff builds TRUST every day with youth, not only through intensive youth 
leadership development, but also by brokering access and relationships between youth and the adults  
in power within our institutions.  

And our current youth participants and alumni will tell you that they PARTICIPATE because Mikva 
Challenge takes them and their concerns seriously, acknowledging them as the leaders they are NOW.  
This investment has encouraged Mikva youth to embark on lives of civic engagement, identifying as 
critical lovers of their surroundings and committed to providing solutions. 

We need more Mikva youth in the world. Thank you always for your support of Mikva Challenge.

Warmly,

Michelle Morales, Chief Executive Officer
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Mikva Challenge was founded on the premise … 



… that youth voice and participation matter …  
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… and that our democracy will be stronger when youth participate in our  
civic and political life and help shape their own destinies. 
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« M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E  I M PA C T  R E P O R T «

YOUNG PEOPLE served in the 
CHICAGOLAND area, CALIFORNIA  
and WASHINGTON DC.

WE EMPOWER YOUTH who are otherwise  
left out of the democratic process, to become  
active participants of our democracy.

WE REMOVE BARRIERS for minority  
youth to access elected officials and other  
key decision makers.

9,506 }{

students nationwide ENGAGED  
IN POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS  
last year and 1,211 Chicagoland 
students served as ELECTION 
JUDGES for the 2016 IL  
Primary Election Day.

1,684 52
number of times students in  
our youth policymaking program 
MET WITH DECISION-MAKERS 
(principals, community and  
city leaders).

WE VALUE YOUTH VOICE and actively seek  
to provide youth a platform to amplify issues they  
care about. 

WE EXPOSE YOUTH to an extensive  
leadership development process.

students from 117 schools  
nationwide presented speeches 
and/or WORKED ON CIVIC 
ACTION PROJECTS.90% of youth participants could 

analyze data and evidence  
from their research to create 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
ACTION vs. 56% before  
joining our citywide youth 
council program. 

6,900
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engage
Traditional schooling emphasizes adult lectures and students as passive learners. 
We believe that the best way to learn democracy is to do democracy.
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« E N G A G E :  I N S P I R I N G  E D U C AT O R S «

57% 
of full-time K-12 teachers in  
the U.S. are “not engaged.” 

  

35%
of students said they never  
followed the news as part  
of a class assignment.

707
Teachers received professional development  
in the principles of action civics to increase  
student engagement in the classroom.



1 0   M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E    |    A N N UA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5 - 1 6

E D U C AT O R  E N G A G E M E N T

We believe that by providing high quality programming in under-resourced  
communities and schools, we can eliminate the civic achievement gap.
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« E N G A G E :  I N S P I R I N G  E D U C AT O R S «

Stormie McNeal is an inspiration  
to her students at the Peace and  
Education Alternative High School 
located in the Back of the Yards, a 
neighborhood on the South Side of 
Chicago. As a Mikva Challenge student 
in high school at North Lawndale College 
Prep, she personally experienced the 
transformation that happens when youth 
realize they have the power to make a 
positive difference in their communities. 

 
Tell us about your experience with 
Mikva Challenge as a young person.

Even though it sounds really cliché, Ms. 
Bass, my AP Government teacher, really 
changed our lives when she introduced 
us to Mikva Challenge. It was like, “Wait, 
we really have power?” Because it’s easy to 
feel powerless when you’re coming from 
an area that just seems hopeless. After 
being part of Mikva programs, I began to 
believe that we didn’t have to just accept 
the hand that we were dealt, that we can 
change it. When I see inequality in schools, 
or with crime—I’m not quiet and I’m not 
desensitized. I think to myself, Mikva 
taught us better.

It was through Mikva that I, along with my 
friends, started a sex education program at 
our school. I also campaigned for President 
Obama who was running for U.S. Senate 
at the time, and interned for State Senator 
Jacqueline Collins. I remember that [my 
Mikva job] was my first paid internship, 
and it was awesome because I wasn’t on 
the streets that summer. I was working and 
learning about things that were going on  
in the neighborhood I lived in.  

As a teacher, how has Mikva 
impacted your students?

When I first started working at this 
alternative high school, it felt like a 
desert. There were no sports programs 
or after school activities of any kind. It 
didn’t even have a library. Through the 
Mikva curricula and all the programs it 
offers, I’ve seen my students voice out 
their thoughts and take action to bring 
resources to this school. In the three years 
I’ve been here, my students have organized 
a fashion show, hosted a basketball game 
with police in the community, and you 
won’t believe this—but they have even 
built a library here all on their own. I see 
my students having a sense of ownership. 
A lot of my students come from extreme 
poverty, and they don’t always feel a sense 
of security and belonging with anything. 
But when they create things like the 
library in the school, it’s like, “I did this.” 
They’re more confident when they come 
into the school, like, “This is my school.” 
It’s funny how something like building 
a library makes you feel connected to 
everything else around you.

What has been the most rewarding 
experience for you so far?

One of the most rewarding experiences is 
seeing my students experience how I felt 
when I was in high school. My students 
are not just going with the flow, they’re 
questioning things and thinking about, 
“How does this affect my life?” When I 
talk to them, we have conversations about 
what’s going on in politics, and what’s 
going on with the candidates. So many 
of my students are going to college and 
are thinking beyond their immediate 
circumstances, it’s pretty amazing.

“ How does this affect my life? When I talk to  
students, we have conversations about what’s  
going on. So many of my students are going to 
college and are thinking beyond their immediate  
circumstances, it’s pretty amazing.”

STORMIE McNEAL

MIKVA CHALLENGE (ILLINOIS)

97% 
of teachers in Mikva programs  
reported that using Mikva curricula 
led to their students increasing  
their civic knowledge.
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3,000,000
Youth ages (16-24) across the US  
who are not in school or at work.

47%
of young black men in Chicago  
out of work and out of school.

We envision a world where:  
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connect
« C O N N E C T :  E M P L O Y I N G  Y O U T H «

O More youth are connected with high quality job opportunities. 
O Civic leaders reflect the nation’s diversity. 
O Youth voice is valued in decision making.

281
Young people have gotten their first paid job through 
Mikva Challenge and 92% are youth of color.
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Y O U T H  E M P L O Y M E N T

A paid summer job keeps young people positively engaged  
and sets them up on a path to future success.
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« C O N N E C T :  E M P L O Y I N G  Y O U T H «

“Mikva was my first paid job. I had 
applied to 20 different positions 
and heard nothing back because 
nobody wants to hire a 16-year-old 
youth with no job experience,” said 

Divine Miner, a 16-year old young woman 
who’s part of Mikva Challenge’s Chicago 
Housing Authority Youth Council.

To say jobs are hard to come by for young 
people would be an understatement. 
Divine was one of 983 applicants who 
applied for just the 244 spots available  
for a Mikva Challenge job this summer. 
Almost 60% of the youth applicants  
were black and 24% were Latino, 
demographics that have the highest  
rates of unemployment according to a 
report by the Alternative Schools Network 
(88% of all black young men and 84%  
of Latino young men are jobless).

Mikva alumnus, Merita Bushi, talks about 
how her Mikva job interning at an elected 
official’s office changed the trajectory of 
her life.

“Seven years ago, I was that young person 
who needed a job to support my family. 
The year before I interned in an elected 
official’s office, I worked at my high school 
cleaning the upholstered chairs in the 
auditorium.  If I had not applied to Mikva, 
I would have been in that auditorium for 
another year and would have never been 
exposed to such opportunities that created 
a spark in me,” she said.

For some youth like Miguel Berarra, a job 
as part of Mikva’s Juvenile Justice Council 
meant being part of a community that 
cared about youth voice and youth 
experiences. Through Mikva, Miguel  
had a paid job where he was able to use 
his experience being part of the juvenile 
justice system to inform Cook County 
Board President, Toni Preckwinkle, on 
ways to improve it. 

“A job at Mikva kept me off the streets, 
made me responsible for my actions and 
kept me distracted,” said Mike. “I learned 
(at Mikva) not to let people define who  
you are, and not let people keep you from 
becoming who you could be,” Miguel added.

Through Mikva Challenge programs, 
getting a paycheck is only a small part  
of the story. Our action civics process 
pushes youth to find their voice, explore 
their passions, and become their own  
best advocates. Miguel wants to pursue 
Engineering in college and travel the 
world. Divine wants to double major in 
business and Pre-Med, and Merita is now 
a first generation college graduate from 
Macalester College currently working  
at a technology firm in Chicago.

“ I have grown personally because I learned how  
to get out of my comfort zone and work with  
people who are different from me. I have grown 
professionally because I have learned how to  
network successfully.” 

MATTHEW BAILEY  |  Mikva DC youth who interned  
for the DC City Councilmember Brandon Todd

83% 
of Mikva Summer Fellows report  
intention to contact and interact 
with their elected officials in the 
future.

MIKVA CHALLENGE DC 

200%

Growth in the number of schools 
served in Washington, DC since the 
pilot year.

82%

of students completing Mikva DC’s 
Democracy in Action program  
can analyze an issue to figure  
out the root cause of a problem  
(vs. 48% beforehand).
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« T R U S T :  F O S T E R I N G  Y O U T H - A D U LT  PA R T N E R S H I P S «

50%
of young people in the  
United States believe the  
justice system is racially  
and ethnically biased.

66%
of African Americans youth  
have little or no confidence  
in police across the U.S.

138
Youth worked on building trust with police officers  
in their communities, and all of our programs focused 
on fostering authentic youth-adult partnerships to  
bring about change.
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trust
We believe that if youth voice is included in decision-making  

that policy makers will make more informed decisions.
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When middle schoolers at Marquette 
Elementary surveyed their peers on 
the top issues facing their school 
community, police-youth relations 
quickly surfaced to the top.

“We felt disrespected by the police officers 
in our community,” said Corey Rashad, 
5th grader at Marquette and a member 
of the Mikva Peace and Leadership 
Council (PLC) there. “There’s too many 
misunderstandings and racial profiling 
happening, and the problem just keeps 
getting bigger and bigger, and we felt 
something had to be done about it,”  
Corey added.  

In the Mikva Challenge PLC program, 
young people survey their school body  
to identify the most pressing issues,  
then advocate recommendations and  
an action plan to address their concerns. 
In this case, youth leaders did a root 
cause analysis on the issue of police-youth 
relations and discovered that lack of trust 
was at the heart of the problem. They 
brainstormed ways to build trust and 
decided to host a basketball game between 
Marquette students and local officers.

Corey and two of his Council peers then 
attended a Chicago Alternative Policing 
Strategy (CAPS) meeting  in their 
neighborhood to present their idea to  
the officers in their district. To their 
surprise, the officers agreed to participate! 

“I was so nervous at the beginning,  
I didn’t think they would show up, but 
they did and it was really fun,” said Corey. 
“I think we all learned from it. It helped us 
connect with the police officers, and hear 
what they were thinking. It also helped us 
connect on things we have in common.”

Aside from Marquette, six other youth 
teams took up the issue of improving 
youth-police relations. Youth from Peace 
and Education Alternative High School 
also played a basketball game with the 
officers in their district, and youth leaders 
from Harper and Sullivan high schools 
hosted panel discussions between students 
and officers in their school. 

This summer, youth leaders on the 
Mikva Mayoral Youth Commision took 
these efforts one step further when they 
chose improving police-youth relations 
as the topic of their year-long research 
and advocacy project. They presented 
recommendations to Chicago Police 
Superintendent Eddie Johnson and Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel and as a result are now 
working with the Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS) Office of Civic Engagement and 
Service Learning to create a curriculum 
that informs youth of their rights and 
responsibilities in police interactions. 
They’re also developing youth-informed 
trainings for police officers in high 
schools to help officers understand the 
perspectives of young people. 

« T R U S T :  F O S T E R I N G  Y O U T H - A D U LT  PA R T N E R S H I P S  «

“ There’s too many misunderstandings and racial 
profiling happening, and the problem just keeps 
getting bigger and bigger, and we felt something 
had to be done about it.”

COREY RASHAD  |  5TH grader at Marquette Elementary  
and a member of the Peace and Leadership Council (PLC)

92%
 

of Peace and Leadership Council  
participants reported improved ability 
to collaborate with youth and adults 
(vs. 65% before the program).

420 
youth participated in our Youth Congress 
in Chicago, where young people across 
the city convened to discuss issues, 
ideas, and solutions to the problems 
they face in their communities.

72% 
of principals reported that the Mikva 
program made a valuable impact on 
the school by contributing to creating 
a more peaceful school community.



P O L I C E - Y O U T H  R E L AT I O N S

We believe that action civics is an essential tool to help young people.
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Youth from Peace and Education Alternative 
High School played a basketball game with  

the 9th district police officers.
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participate

23%
of all youth are almost  
completely disengaged from  
civic and political life.

25%
of young voters were poorly  
informed about the campaign’s  
issues, and young people who did not 
vote were generally uninformed.

We believe youth are not apathetic, and that by inviting them into  
the political process they will become powerful and thoughtful citizens.
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participate

« PA R T I C I PAT E :  J O I N I N G  P O L I T I C A L  C A M PA I G N S « 

91% of Mikva youth participants reported improved ability 
to analyze political issues and candidates’ stances on 
issues (vs. 46% before the program).      
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Where else could I find such 
openness, excitement and hope?  
I was hooked. And I’ve stayed 
hooked on campaigns to this day. 
Despite all their faults, campaigns 
are based on the fact that every vote 
counts, and therefore every person 
counts. As free standing societies, 
they are more open than academia, 
more idealistic than corporations, 
more unifying than religions, and 
more accessible than government 
itself. Campaign season is the only 
time of public debate about what  
we want for the future. It can change 
consciousness even more than who 
gets elected. In short, campaigns 
may be the closest thing we have  
to democracy itself.

–Gloria Steinem, author of  
My Life on the Road

Defying stereotypes of apathy, nearly 200 
teens from all around the country headed 
to Iowa in January 2016 to campaign 
for the candidates of their choice and to 
discuss how to encourage candidates to 
talk more about issues they care about 
such as education, immigration and 
police brutality. For the first time, Mikva 
Challenge had students from not just 
Chicago, but also from other parts of 
Illinois, Los Angeles, Washington DC, 
Milwaukee and Houston, to come together 
and knock on doors, phone bank and rally 
support for the candidates they align most 
strongly with in the 2016 Presidential race.

“Meeting Marco Rubio and interacting 
with numerous other students including 
those in my van was the best part of this 
trip. It made me feel like I had become 
part of a movement that is extremely 
significant, and that I too can have an 
influence on the outcome of the election 
through my campaigning,” said one  
youth leader from Amudsen High School 
in Chicago.

Youth also participated in Mikva 
Challenge’s Youth Issues Summit at  
Drake University to caucus for issues  
they cared most about and collectively 
discuss solutions to them.  

“The one thing that I will remember 
the most about this trip would be the 
importance of getting involved as teens  
for our country. It was awesome to see  
all of us excited for politics,” remarked  
a youth leader from Nova Academy  
High School in Coachella, CA. 

« PA R T I C I PAT E :  J O I N I N G  P O L I T I C A L  C A M PA I G N S «

“ I was speaking and interacting with total strangers 
from hundreds of miles away as if we were best 
friends. Calling and doorknocking for candidates 
was something new. I hated politics, but with this 
trip … I have faith candidates actually want  
a better world.”

DARIUS SMITH  |  Luke C Moore High School

ACTION CIVICS LA

1,200
students participated in  
Southern California

96% 
of Action Civics LA Project  
Soapbox participants believe  
their voice was heard on  
an issue they care about. 
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Y O U T H  I N V O LV E M E N T  I N  P O L I T I C S  +  E L E C T I O N S

We believe that Mikva Challenge always needs to be nonpartisan  
to allow young people to formulate their own opinions and  

choose the candidates and issues they want to support.



« S P E C I A L  T R I B U T E  «

AbnerMikva
“ Ab transcends any single moment in recent political history.  
But he had a hand in shaping some of the best of it.”

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA  |  at the Presidential Medal of Freedom ceremony

( Jan. 21, 1926 - Jul. 4, 2016)

2 4   M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E    |    A N N UA L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5 - 1 6
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AbnerMikva

« A B N E R  M I K VA :  A  T R I B U T E «

Somebody nobody sent: The legacy of Abner Mikva

Abner J. Mikva was truly a great American, maybe one of the greatest politicians I’ve ever known. He was an 
impactful state legislator in Illinois in the 50s and 60s, a leading progressive member of Congress in the 1970s, 
and a respected member of the federal bench in the 80s and 90s before he left to be President Bill Clinton’s 
White House counsel. 

Even though he is now gone, Ab is going to continue to be an impact player in the public arena because  
he was an inspiration to so many campaign volunteers, staff members, law clerks, and colleagues, the ranks  
of which include State Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, Supreme Court Justice  
Elena Kagan and President Barack Obama. Ab’s spirit will be urging them on whenever they fight for a  
reform, whenever they battle for more transparency in government, whenever they insist on more fairness  
in a law, whenever they work for meaningful gun control.

Ab always had an army of young people behind him who believed in him and believed that a life of public 
service was one of the best ways to do good and make a positive difference in their communities and the 
country. His decency and the sheer force of his personality made me admire him, his work, and politics  
so much. 

I think Ab’s greatest legacy, however, are the thousands of high schoolers in Chicago, Washington, DC  
and Los Angeles whose participation in the Mikva Challenge’s nonpartisan electoral, policy-making, and 
community problem solving programs has opened their eyes to the potential, importance, and rewards of 
public service and civic engagement. Ab was a difference maker in the public arena and those young people 
from the Mikva Challenge are going to continue to make a difference there into the 22nd Century. 

David Axlerod
David Axelrod 
Director, University of Chicago Institute of Politics
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« S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T E R S  « 

Gifts received between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016

FOUNDATION GRANT PARTNERS
Anonymous

Advocate Charitable Foundation/
Augustana Henze Endowment
Allstate Insurance Company

Arsalyn Foundation
Blue Cross and Blue Shield  

of Illinois
The Boeing Company

Helen Brach Foundation
The Brinson Foundation

The California Endowment
The Chicago Bar Foundation

The Chicago Community Trust
Crown Family Philanthropies

The Dunham Fund
The Leo S. Guthman Fund

Hive Chicago Fund for Connected 
Learning

IICF Women’s Forum
LISC Chicago

Robert R. McCormick Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation
Spencer Foundation

State Farm Youth Advisory Board
W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone 

Foundation
Susan Crown Exchange

Tyson Foods
Voqal Fund

THE ABNER AND ZOE MIKVA 
LEGACY FUND

The Abner and Zoe Mikva 
Legacy Fund was established  
to sustain Mikva Challenge’s 
founding program – Elections  

in Action – and to honor  
the profound impact of  

Ab and Zoe Mikva on our lives. 
We gratefully acknowledge  

the following supporters  
of this campaign.

PLATINUM
Jack and Charlotte Marco

GOLD 
Anonymous (2)

SILVER 
Doris Conant

Rabbi Rachel Mikva and  
Mark Rosenberg

Ted and Susan Oppenheimer
The Hon. Heather Steans  

and Leo Smith
Robin Steans and Leonard Gail

Richard and Joan Wolff

BRONZE
Cynthia Canary and Adam Brooks

Senator Richard J. Durbin
The Honorable Julie Hamos and 

The Honorable Alan Greiman
Janis Kanter and Thomas 

McCormick
Greg Kinczewski and Mary 

Erickson
Koldyke Family Fund

The Lewis-Sebring Family 
Foundation

Richard and Judith Meltzer
Jerry Newton and David Weinberg

Bettylu and Paul Saltzman
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen and Katz

CHAMPIONS 
Tracey Abman and Ellen Schumer

Vicki Abrahamson
Ariel Investments, LLC

David Baltmanis
Myra Baum

Susan Bekenstein
Juliet Berger-White

Steven, Karen, and Ariana 
Berkowitz

Sen. Arthur L. Berman
Rona Bezman
Michael Bien
Lisa Brown

Dr. Robin Buerki
David and Debbie Chizewer

Judge Sharon Coleman
Caroline Cracraft

Bob Drake
Rabbi Laurence Edwards  

and Susan Boone
Marilyn Elrod

Steven M. Elrod
Jerry A. Esrig and  
Deborah L. Thorne

Leslie and John Francis
Maya Friedler

Charles and Patti Gardner
Judy and Malcolm Gaynor

Bob Glaves
Meghan Goldenstein

Ruth Goldsmith
Ken Goldstein
Zoe Gratsias
Sandra Gross

Michael Halpin
Christie Hefner

Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann
Mark J. Heyrman
Marsha Hoover

Donald Hornstein
Nancy Kaszak and Tom Heaney

Judith Kitzes
James Knoll

Steve and Heidi Krone

Nancy Bekenstein Kullman
Norman Levin

Joan Davis Levin
Linda Loving
Nancy Lyons
Lisa Marcus

Robert W. Matanky
Patrick Mauro

Cindy Moelis and Bob Rivkin
Maureen Mosh

Jana Mundy
Walter Nathan

The Hon. Rita Novak
Hon. Julia Nowicki

Patsy Palmer and Talbot “Sandy” 
D’Alemberte

Aviva Miriam Patt
Geoff Pfander

William H. and Margaret A. Pfander
Kenneth and Nancy Raphael

Richard Ressman
John Rogers, Jr.

Alexandra Romano
Audrey Rosen
Barry Rosen
Donald Segal

Maria Simon and John D. Taylor, Jr
Fredric Stein and Nikki Will Stein

Geoffrey Stone
Commissioner Larry Suffredin

Judges of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals - D.C. Circuit

Stephanie Wallis
Rob Warden and  

Jennifer Alter Warden
Robert Weinberger

Paula Wise 

MIKVA CHALLENGE CHICAGO

$30,000 - $39,000
GCM Grosvenor

Intercontinental Real Estate

$10,000 - $20,000
Anonymous

ABS Investment Management
Anita and Ken Adams
AFL-CIO Investment  

Trust Corporation
Allstate Insurance Company
American Realty Advisors
ASB Capital Management

The Baskin Family Foundation
Bentall Kennedy (US) L.P.
Congressman David and  

Mrs. Judy Bonior
Corbin Capital Partners, LP
Dearborn Partners L.L.C.

Entrust Permal

GAM
Hamilton Lane Advisors, LLC

Janus Capital Managment LLC
Johnston Asset Management

Landmark Partners LLC
Lazard Asset Management
Lord, Abbett and Co. LLC

Jeffrey and Susanne Lyons
McMorgan and Company
Rabbi Rachel Mikva and  

Mark Rosenberg
David Narefsky and Linda 

Goodman
Neuberger Berman
North Sky Capital

Nuveen Investments
Paladin Capital

PNC Capital Advisors
The Pritzker Traubert  

Family Foundation
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
Segall Bryant and Hamill

Smith, Graham and Co. Investment 
Advisors, L.P.

Ullico
William Blair

$5,000 - $9,999
Allianz Global Investors US

Amalgamated Bank
Analytic Investors

Angelo, Gordon and Co.
Aon Foundation

Ariel Investments
Baird

Bank of Labor
Barrow, Hanley, Mewhinney  

and Strauss, LLC
Attorney’s Title Guaranty Fund, Inc.

BlackRock
Blue Rock Advisors, Inc.

BNY Mellon
Brandywine Global Investment 

Management
William Charcalis

Steven Cohen
Columbia Partners Investment 

Management
Crescent Capital Group

The Crown Goodman Family
Delaware Investments
Diamond Hill Capital  
Management, Inc.

Diversified Global Asset 
Management Corporation, a 

subsidiary of the Carlyle Group
Eaton Vance Investment Managers

Epoch Investment Partners
Federated Investors

Fiera Capital Inc.
Franklin Templeton

Guggenheim Partners

Henry Crown and Company
Hirayama Investments

Hughes Socol Piers Resnick  
and Dym, Ltd.

Income Research + Management
Institutional Capital

International Brotherhood  
of Boilermakers

International Brotherhood  
of Electrical Workers

Invesco
Greg Kinczewski and  

Mary Erickson
Logan Circle Partners

Loomis, Sayles and Company
LSV Asset Management

Mackay Shields
Manulife Asset Management

Marco Consulting Group
Jack and Charlotte Marco

Meadowvale Advisors
Laurie Mikva and Jim Pfander

Amy Mills
National Real Estate Advisors

O’Shaughnessy Asset 
Management, LLC

Pavilion Global Markets
Permal Group

QMA
Rothschild Asset Management

Schroder Investment Management
Segal, McCambridge, Singer,  

and Mahoney, LTD.
Sentinel Real Estate Corp.

The Sidley Austin Foundation
Standard Life Investments Limited

State Street
Sterling Retail Services, Inc.

Systematic Financial Management
Greg Tarpinian

Thornbug Investment Management
Urban Partnership Bank

Jeffrey Urbina and Gaye Lynn Hill
Victory Capital

The Yucaipa Companies

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous 

Alger
Molly and Michael Andolina
Ralph Beck and Elizabeth 

Goodbody
Bridgewater Associates

Lawrence and Martha Casazza
Jill Daschle

Deutsche Bank
Joseph Furey

Goldman Sachs Asset 
Management
AJ Goulding
Lynda Leslie
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John and Jill Levi
Manning and Napier

MassMututal Financial Group
Geoffrey Mullen

The Hon. Julia Nowicki and  
Dr. Tim Sanborn

Parametric Portfolio  
Associates LLC

PNC Institutional Investments
Governor Bruce Rauner  
and Mrs. Diana Rauner

Denise Spillane
UFCW Local 881 Charitable 

Foundation
Michael Wagner

Wells Capital Management

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous 

AB
ABC 7 Chicago/WLS-TV

AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust
Amalgamated Bank of Chicago

Anchor Capital Advisors
Aristotle Investments

Peter and Lucy Ascoli Family Fund
Babson Capital Management

Cynthia and Leo Barron
BCTGM International Union

The Boeing Company
Noelle Brennan and Associates

Jo Ann Budde
Joe Byrd and Helen Slade

Cynthia Canary and Adam Brooks
James Castello

Christenson Investment Partners
Bill Conrad

Kathryn McNamara Corley
Susan Crotty

Education Equity, Inc.
First Eagle Investment 

Management
Brigid Flanagan

Andrea Jett Fletcher and  
Will Fletcher

Goodwin Capital Advisers
Calvin Grant
Mia Henry

Mary Abbott Hess
Holland Capital Management

Ellwood Associates
Dr. Leonard Jewell

Kearney Capital
Mesirow Financial
The Hon. and Mrs.  

Abner and Zoe Mikva
Ron and Pat Miller

Miner, Barnhill and Galland, P.C.
Newt and Jo Minow

Jenné Myers
National Investment Services

Jerry Newton and David Weinberg

The Oppenheimer Family 
Foundation

Ostrow Reisin Berk  
and Abrams, Ltd.

Doug and Jenny Patinkin
Peregrine Capital Management

PIMCO
David Redlawsk and Aletia Morgan

Jack Ringer Family Foundation
The Rock Creek Group

Burton X. and Sheli Z. Rosenberg
Robert Samuel

Jo and Robert Sawyer
Seizert Capital
Alan Sieroty

Erika and Craig Singer
Faith Stevenson and  

Michael Mikytuck
Lawrence J. Suffredin, Jr.  

and Gloria J. Callaci
Tom and Karen Terry

TimesSquare Capital Management
UFCW 8 Golden State

United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 1996

Voya
WEDGE Capital Management

Wellington Management Company
Western Asset Management 

Company
Westfield Capital Management

Brian and Sheila Whalen
Paula Wise

Sarah R. Wolff and  
Joel L. Handelman

Adam Wyatt
Jason Zenk and Lisa Kastigar

$500 - $999
Atlanta Capital Management
Henry Bayer and Jacqueline 

Kinnaman
Angela Bechan

Marjorie C. Benton
Kay Berkson and Sidney Hollander

Julian and Joan Berman
Timuel and Zenobia Black
Ambassador and Mrs. Jeff  

and Becky Bleich
Blender Architecture LLC

Joel Bonder and Kim Holmes
Bradford and Marzec, LLC

Mike Buck
Dr. Hilary Conklin

Andrew and Kelly Conneen
Richard Daskais

Matthew D. DeConcini
Judge and Mrs. Morton  

and Reva Denlow
Chris Doherty

Richard and Marilyn Elrod
Evanston Capital Management

Brian Fabes and  
Lisa Schneider Fabes

Susan Feibus
Patrick and Jennifer Fitzgerald

Bruce Fleisher and  
Laurie B. Regenbogen

Ellen Frankle
Judy and Malcolm Gaynor

GE Asset Management
Alan and Virginia George
Jeffrey and Ellen Gilbert

GoldPoint Partners
Ronald and Carol Gonsky

Leonard Goodman
Google Inc.

Great Lakes Advisors
Thomas Hayes

David and Monique Hoffman
James D. Holzhauer

Hanna Hunt
Jasculca/Terman and Associates

John Keller
Gerard and Eileen Kelly

Vince Kolber
Eric Lane

Marc Lipsitch and Meria Levinson
Paul Levy

Robert Lifton and Carol Rosofsky
The London Company

Azi Lowenthal
Fred and Susan Mardell

Andrew and Tovah Means
Judson and Linda Miner
Andre and Patricia Myers

Karen Norton
Don and Bridget H. Palmer

Denise Pearman
Tracy Quattrocki and Neal Brady

Al and Cheri Reid
Kianna Robinson

Dr. Mark Rosenberg
Lowell Sachnoff and Fay Clayton

Esther S. Saks
Alexander Schneider
Larry and Janet Shiff

Sprinkler Fitters and Apprentices 
U.A. Local 483

The Honorable Heather Steans  
and Mr. Leo A. Smith

Barry Sullivan and Winnifred 
Fallers Sullivan

Jim and Diane Toma
Rep. Arthur Turner

Karl Vogel
Tom and Jeannie Wixon

$250 - $499
Acadian Asset Management

David Bailey
David and Jane Baldwin

Scott and Jill Baskin

Charles J. Bender
Frank Bixby
Brian Brady

Sheryll Cashin
Louis Cohn and Pattie Kroness

Representative 
Barbara Flynn Currie
Ardyth J. Eisenberg

Sandra and Gerald Eskin
Jessica T. Feldman

Peter Fidler
Esther Franco-Payne

Angie Frank
David Haymes

Howard and Elizabeth Helsinger
Joanna Horsnail

Marc Jacobson and Associates
Keely Jones
Ann Kappler

Paul and Eileen LeFort
Norman G. Levin

Nancy Lyons
The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Chrisopher Meister and Connie 

Fleischer
Beth Montgomery

Juan Moreno
Steve Pflaum and Karen Robertson

Burrell Poe
Sally Randel

Robinson Law Group LLC
Mary and Philip Roden

Carole Schecter
Joseph Seliga
Linda Shapiro

William Singer and  
Joanne Cicchelli
Linda K. Smith
Marcus Smith

Stars of Lake Michigan  
Charitable Fund

Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Bonita and David Turner

Mike Ulmer
Alderman Scott Waguespack

Jane Wishner
Ann Wolff

Paula Wolff
XtraMedium Communications Inc.

Zenith American Solutions

$100 - $249
Anonymous (4)
Andrew Abtahi
Karim Ahamed

Allan Alson and Sue Ann Glaser
Amy and Joshua Altman

Heather Anichini and  
Brennan Young

Russell Barefield and  
Robert Mahoney

Daniel Beck
Senator Arthur Berman

Diane and Karl Berolzheimer
Lieselotte N. Betterman

Tom Birch
Charles Brady and  

Kathleen Quattrocchi
Chris Brown

Carl M. Brownell
Chris and Aziza Butler

Kathleen Cangemi
Bernadette Chopra

Michelle and Charlie Chung
Debra Cohen

Elizabeth Cohen
Rebecca Cohen

Brian and Patty Cohn
Carol Cohn

Kate Markin Coleman
Lydia Colunga-Merchant

Comerica
John and Angela Crilly

Carol Daskais and Patrick Navin
Mary W. Davis

Nancy Day
Sonya Dekhtyar

Aaron Dozeman and Joanne Moon
John and Suzanne Durburg

Paul Engleman and  
Barbara Carney

Maurice Fantus and Judith Aiello
S. Richard Fine

Jan Flapan
James Flug

John and Karen Foley
Jana Frank

Dr. David Freedman and  
Audrey Stillerman

Lawrence Friedman
Oyauma Garrison

Louis and Judith Genesen
Stanley Gerson

Mallory Gianola and Matthew 
Beccio

Christopher J. Gibbons
Timothy Gilfoyle and Mary Rose 

Alexander
Meghan Goldenstein

Richard and Emily Good
Danielle and Jordan Goodman

Jeffrey and Linda Graubart
Richard and Mary L. Gray

Mary Gremmler
Leonard Grossman
Margaret Hansen

Adam Heenen
Joel M. Hellman

Adolfo Hernandez
Katie Hill

Norman C. Hoffberg
Carrie Johnson

 « S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T E R S  «

Gifts received between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016
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Dennis and Karen Johnson
Glenn A. Johnson

Landon Jones
Sarah Kammerer

Rachel Katz
Reyahd Kazmi

Elizabeth and Anthony Keating
Blake Kelley
Debra Kerr

Farihah Khandaker
Kit Kinports

David and Jodi Kornfeld
Rozann S. Kozen

Dwight and Rosalyn Ladd
Beth Lange

Kim Barker Lee
Daniel Levi
Keith Lewis

Daniel and Ashley Libit
Vance Liebman
Cynthia Linton
Rhita Lippitz
Jessica Lore

Michael B. Mangan
James and Kitty Mann

Sheryl Markman
Rita and Partick McCourt

Gayle McJunkin
Carolyn Mehta

Steven and Karen Meyer
Peter Mich

Amy Mooney
Michelle Morales

Signe and Joshua Murphy
Catherine Nardi
Hak Kwon Oh

Susan A. Payne
Carolyn Pereira

Margaret Pfander
Michael and Francoise  

Remington
Hannah and Matt Retzkin-Simson

William Revelle
Al Ronan

Judith Sagan
Catalina Salley
Clarita Santos

David and Judith Saunders
Brian Shields

Jacqueline Shiff
Roberta and Howard Siegel

Pamela Silberman
Judith and Ernest Simon

Amy K. Singh
Mindy and Gary Sircus

Jerry Smith
Sheila Smith

Brenan Smith-Evans
Megan and Paul Spitz

Alex Stein

Donald Stewart and  
Isabel Carter Stewart

Mary Talen and Thomas B. Dozeman
Susan and Theodore Tepas

Howard Trienens
Aaron Tucker

Charles and Diane Wasserman
Jodie Winnett
Cynthia Wong

David Woolwine
Scott Wozencraft
Sherilyn Wright

Melissa Wynne and David Foster
Dr. Lauren S. Young

Donna Yuen

$1 - $99
Anonymous (2)
Lyndsey Ager
Alberto Aguilar
Ana Aguilera

Shantalle Alam
Gerald Alder

Veronica Aranda
Suzanne Arist

Erv and LuAnne Ball
Harold and Paula Baron

Alexander Beckman
Mary Bird-Murphy

Kale Blessum and Jules Earl
Faidat Brimah

Jocelyn Broitman
Dr. Robin Buerki

Dr. Nancy Burke and Steven J. Harp
Mary Jane M. Chainski

Ashley Christensen
Damian Clark
Jordan Cohen

Brenna Conway
Margaret Cox
Daniel Craig

John D. Crawford
Patrick Croke
Hector Cruz
Yadira Cruz
Nick Currie

Andrea Davenport
Lauren Davis
Mark R. Davis

Max and Beth Davis
Robert S. Deaver DDS

Abigail Digel
Louise DiLullo

Anne and Yaffa Draznin
Stacy Drumtra
Jessica Duran
Cynthia Dvorak

Anayency Elizondo
Joe Engleman

Jonnatan Espinoza
Victor Espinoza

Toby Fallsgraff
Ryan Farrell

Richard Feffer, Jr.
Acaisa Wilson Feinberg

Katie Fitzell
Blanca Flores
Darren Fox

Daniel B. Frank
Cindy and Steve Franklin

Sarah Frick
Maya Friedler

Julie and Arthur Friedman
Tamar and Elliot Frolichstein-Appel

Helen Gagel
Nancy Gelman

Linda Gels
Dylan Genest
Kate Gibbons
Erika Gongora

Ernesto Gonzalez
Paul Goren and Gwen Macsai

William Gorman
Katie Grass

Abner Greene
Robert J. Griffin

Sandra and Eston Gross
Samantha Grund-Wickramasekera

Audrey and Ronald Grzywinski
Richard Y. Guthrie

Megan Hafner
Em Hall

Danielle Halpin
Michael Halpin

Pat Halpin
David C. Hart and Beth A. Hart

Josephine Heller
Margarita Herrera

Jay Heyman
Adam Hitchcock
Genet Hodges

Magdalena Ionescu
Jennifer Jackson

Morton and Barbara Jaffe
Wayne Jennings

Ayeshia Johnson-Garrett
D. Carroll Joynes

Chelsea Kammerer
Michael Keefer

Erin Kelly-Weber
Norman Kerr

Bradley Kessler
Deirdre Kidera
Gwen Kidera

Ellen Kinczewski
Benjamin Kornfeld and Bridget Wild

David Kravitz
Phyllis Kravitz
Colleen Krupa

Laura J. Kublak
Justin Kulovsek

Jamie Kurzman
Cara Ladd

Margaret Larson
Eric Lee

Grace Lee
Dr. Carol Leff
Edgar Leon

Rebecca Levin
Aiala Levy

Sanaa Lftikhar
Caren Lichtenberg
Nancy Liebschutz

Eva Liu
Daniel Lopez
Gabriel Lopez
Jean Lopez
Leah Lopez

Allison and Barbara Luchs
Molly Lundin

Jorge Mariano
Mario Martinez
Miriam Martinez
Ricardo Martinez
Ruben Martinez
Sara Martinez

Gertrude Metzger
Mari Mikolajczak

Meryl Imber Mitchel
Candace Moore

Karen Moore
Stephanie Nosek
Jessica Ortega

Mark and Ruth Patzloff
Stephanie Peden-Fox

Christina Perez
Blair Peterson
Sarah Pfander
Pruitt Family
Jorge Pule

Mark Quinnell
Daniel Ready
Enid Rieser

Kathleen and Gerry Ring
Patrick Rodriguez

William L. Rohter Jr.
Kelly Rolf and Michael Hansen
Ken Rolling and Rochelle Davis

Gustavo Romero
Sam Ryan

Robin Newberger and Steven Sacks
Annum Sadiq

Mohammad Adeel Saleem
Parvathi Santhosh-Kumar

Jessica Schneider
Doug and Marla Seibold

Michael Shiff
Howard Sinker
David Skaggs
Andrew Smith

Erik Snapp

Justin Sommer
Mary Sotir

Daniel Spagnola
Stanley and Judith Sporkin

Larry Stanton and Susan Loeb
Ben Starr

Richard S. Stevens
Neha Surender

Linda Swift
Kathleen Terese

Cory Thames
Dah-Vee Thompson
Jessica Thunberg

Emily Tolly
Sarah Tolman
Norma Udall
Joanne Vena
Gary Wainer

Robert A. Weisman  
and Audrey E. Selin

Roderick Wilson
Grace Wolf
Mona Yeh

Beatrice Zaragoza
Steven Zemelman
Barbara J. Zimmer

William and Katie Zolla

MIKVA CHALLENGE DC

$60,000 
Sylarn Foundation

$25,000 - $32,000
Anonymous 

Anita and Ken Adams

$5,000 - $10,000
AFL-CIO Investment Trust 

Corporation
Congressman David and  

Mrs. Judy Bonior
Carol and Landon Butler

Ullico
Richard and Joan Wolff

$2,500 - $4,999
L. Headley Butler
Nadine Cohodas

JIll Daschle
Chris Leonardo

Paladin Capital Group
Pamela Silberman

Sarah and Edward Stettinius

$1,000 - $2,499
Columbia Partners Investment 

Management
Sanford and Joan Horwitt

Bruce Lerner
Richard and Judith Meltzer

John Whitehead

« S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T E R S  « 

Gifts received between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016
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$500 - $999
R. Thomas Amis
The Honorable  

Christopher R. Cooper
Thomas J. Downey

Robert and Ann Lingo
Gary L. Lytle
Pat Nicollette

Peter F. O’Brien

$250 - $499
Joel Bonder and Kim Holmes

Robert Brandon
Steve Charnovitz and Sally O’Brien

Robert and Marjorie Green
Susan Griffin

Peter Hart
Hanna Hunt

Lou Ivey
Dick and Jill Meyer

Ralph Neas
Neuberger Berman

Paul Orzulak and Beneva Schulte
Michael and Molly Strauss

Karen Tramontano
Fred and Linda Wertheimer

$100 - $249
Jayne Barnard
Andrew Bonior
Jeffrey Bonior

Amanda Briggs
Josh Christianson
Jeffrey Fairfield

Adrienne Gallo and Aaron Bruner
Jeffrey and Linnea Goddess

Zoe Gratsias
Lewis Grossman
Jessica G. Heard

Abe and Joan Krash
Mr. Sidney Lawrence III

Robert Lehrman
Gordon MacDougall

David Medina and Timothy 
Demagistris

Marcy Mistrett
Peter O’Keefe

Benjamin and Magdalene Palumbo
Woody Peterson

Catherine E. Rudder
Shari O. Scher

Patricia J. Simon
Betty Steele

Rabbi Daniel Zemel

$1 - $99
Darren Fox

Adri Jayartne
Jane O’Grady
Kimberly Perry
Stanley Sporkin

Neil Sroka

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In Honor of our 2015 Clients
Blender Architecture LLC

In Honor of My Children
Rhita Lippitz

In Honor of Daniel Beck
Jessica Lore

In Honor of Alexander Beckman 
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Rebecca Cohen
Abigail Digel

Deirdre Kidera
Gwen Kidera

Judge Mary Mikva
Emily Tolly

In Honor of Janet Bixby
Frank Bixby

In Honor of David Bonior
Adri Jayartne

In Memory of Susanne Brady
Jessica Feldman
Cynthia Linton

William L. Rohter Jr.
Susan and Theodore Tepas

In Honor of Kevin Brown
Chris Brown

In Memory of Josephine Butler
Susan Griffin

In Memory of David Cohen
Hanna Hunt

In Honor of Rebecca Cohen 
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Alex Beckman
Jordan Cohen
Steve Cohen
Laurie Mikva

Judge Mary Mikva
Rabbi Rachel S. Mikva and  

Mark Rosenberg
James Pfander
Sarah Pfander

Emily Tolly
Scott WozencraftIn 

In Honor of Aaron Dozeman 
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Grace Lee
Mary Talen and  

Thomas B. DozemanIn 

In Honor of Julius Draznin
Anne and Yaffa Draznin

In Honor of John Fish
Aiala Levy

In Honor of Natalie Gastevich
Catherine Nardi

In Memory of Dona Gerson
Stanley Gerson

In Honor of Zoe Gratsias
Allison and Barbara Luchs

In Memory of Julia B. Hall
Molly Lundin

In Honor of Michael Halpin running 
for Team Mikva in  

the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle
Robert J. Griffin
Danielle Halpin

Pat Halpin

In Memory of Liz Hollander
Roberta and Howard Siegel

In Honor of Rick Jasculca
Margaret Hansen

In Honor of John Keller
Gayle McJunkin

In Honor of Lisa Kim  
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle
Michelle and Charlie Chung

Colleen Krupa

In Honor of Greg Kinczewski
Ellen Kinczewski

In Honor of Katie Klauke
Leah Lopez

In Honor of Emma Kornfeld
Meryl Imber Mitchel

In Honor of Robyn Lingo
Kimberly Perry

In Memory of Dick and Mimi Lyons
Nancy Lyons

In Honor of Miriam Martinez 
running for Team Mikva in the 

2016 Shamrock Shuffle
Anonymous

Ernesto Gonzalez
Mr. Ricardo Martinez

In Honor of Sara Martinez  
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Hector Cruz
Yadira Cruz

Erika Gongora
Debra Kerr

Sara Martinez
Gustavo Romero

In Memory of  
The Honorable Abner Mikva

Henry Bayer
Rebecca Cohen
Marilyn Elrod
Steven Elrod

Catherine E. Rudder
Mindy and Gary Sircus

David Skaggs
Geoffrey Stone
Paula D. Wise
Jane Wishner

In Honor of  
Abner and Zoe Mikva

Gertrude Metzger

In Honor of Joanne Moon  
running for Team Mikva in the 

2016 Shamrock Shuffle
Aaron Dozeman
Kathleen Terese

In Honor of Carol Navin
Nancy Gelman

In Memory of Robert Norton
Anonymous (4)

Charles J. Bender
William Charcalis

Diamond Hill Capital  
Management, Inc.

Chris Doherty
Genet Hodges

Jennifer Jackson
Johnston Asset Management, LLC

Greg Kinczewski
Lynda Leslie

Manning and Napier Advisors, LLC
Jack and Charlotte Marco

North Sky Capital LLC
Karen Norton

Denise Pearman
Pamela Silberman

United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 1996

In Honor of Jorge Pule  
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Alberto Aguilar
Veronica Aranda
Jessica Duran

Jonnatan Espinoza
Victor Espinoza
Blanca Flores

Margarita Herrera

Ayeshia Johnson-Garrett
Daniel Lopez
Gabriel Lopez
Jean Lopez

Jorge Mariano
Mario Martinez
Andrew Smith

Daniel Spagnola
Dah-Vee Thompson

Roderick Wilson
Beatrice Zaragoza

In Honor of Maliha Sadiq  
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Sanaa Lftikhar
Annum Sadiq

Mohammad Adeel Saleem

In Honor of Jackie Shiff
Sheryl Markman

In Memory of Gus Swift
Linda Swift

In Honor of Emily Tolley  
running for Team Mikva in  
the 2016 Shamrock Shuffle

Rebecca Cohen
Mark Quinnell

IN KIND DONORS

Agua 301 Restaurant
Melissa Binder

Sue Crotty
Eli’s Cheesecake

Jim Fadel
Henry McGill Design 

Catherine Hickey
John Hume

The Marco Consulting Group
Jack and Charlotte Marco

John Marco
Kelly Press

KIND Snacks
Mayer Brown

Tom and Cile Mitchell
PIMCO

Potbelly’s Sandwich Works
Julian Regan

Sommers and Fahrenbach
Tom and Jeannie Wixon

MATCHING GIFT DONORS

The Boeing Company
Heller Consulting
Morgan Stanley

 « S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T E R S  «

Gifts received between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016
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« M I K VA  C H A L L E N G E  F I N A N C I A L S «

MIKVA CHALLENGE  
GRANT FOUNDATION, INC.

Thank you for your support of 
Mikva Challenge.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES           
         
Years ended June 30  2016   2015 
 UNRESTRICTED TEMPORARILY  TOTAL UNRESTRICTED TEMPORARILY TOTAL       
  RESTRICTED   RESTRICTED

Revenue and Support       

Foundation and corporate grants $ 276,000 $ 940,295 $ 1,216,295 $ 200,200 $ 959,312 $ 1,159,512 
Individual contributions      405,680    204,000    609,680    215,072    50,000   265,072 
Special events:           
Gross proceeds  1,093,364      1,093,364    1,004,013    30,000   1,034,013 
Expenses  (88,948)     (88,948)   (64,079)    (64,079)
Contract services revenue   438,961      438,961    603,740     603,740 
Interest and dividends      28,394      28,394    28,495     28,495 
Net unrealized gain (loss)            
on investments      48,801      48,801    (4,035)    (4,035)
Other income  8,036      8,036    4,850     4,850 
Net assets released from restrictions:              –     
Satisfaction of restrictions  906,256    (906,256)       1,131,504    (1,131,504)  
           
Total revenue and support   3,116,544    238,039    3,354,583    3,119,760      (92,192)     3,027,568 
           

Expenses

Program services   2,619,243      2,619,243    2,311,670      2,311,670 
Management and general   242,263      242,263    208,403      208,403 
Fundraising   375,351      375,351    336,234      336,234 
           
Total expenses   3,236,857      3,236,857    2,856,307        2,856,307 
           
Change in net assets   (120,313)   238,039    117,726    263,453    (92,192)   171,261 
Net assets, beginning of year   1,818,895    331,239    2,150,134    1,555,442    423,431    1,978,873 
Net assets, end of year $ 1,698,582 $ 569,278 $ 2,267,860 $ 1,818,895 $ 331,239 $ 2,150,134 

These statements are an excerpt from the Mikva Challenge’s annual audited financial statements. For a complete copy of those financial statements, please contact Mikva Challenge. 

 

Mikva Challenge is proud to report a strong financial position at the end 
of our FY16. We expanded programming beyond our HQ of Chicago, 
broadening our work to other Illinois cities and throughout Southern 
California, and launching our Washington, D.C. office while devoting 81% of 
our expenditures directly to mission-focused programs for youth, teachers, 
and schools. We ended FY16 with a budget surplus, due to strong foundation 
grant partnerships and successful special events. Our generous corporate and 
individual donors provided critical general operating support for our youth 
voice programming. We also grew our Abner and Zoe Mikva Legacy Fund, 
which is designed to sustain our founding program, Elections in Action. We 
are excited about the Mikva model taking root in more communities and 
schools across the country. Thank you for your support of Mikva Challenge.

}{



C O N N E C T    :    E N G A G E    :    T R U S T    :    PA R T I C I PAT E  3 1

“Nobody had sent him, but Abner Mikva was not a ‘nobody.’ At Mikva Challenge,  
we help young people—like we were in high school—to realize that they  

ARE somebody, that they do have a voice and a place in our democracy. But at the end  
of the day, life really is just easier when somebody sends you. We can dream bigger,  

and reach higher, all because we are now somebody who Abner Mikva sent.”

CHRIS AND AZIZA BUTLER  |  Mikva alumni
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