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Mikva Challenge envisions a 

stronger, inclusive democracy that 

values youth voice.

Mikva Challenge develops youth 

to be empowered, informed and

active citizens who will promote a 

just and equitable society.



Dear Friends,

Last year we made a commitment to you - a commitment to double down on 
our efforts to ensure substantially more young people become part of our 
democratic fabric. We promised that we would help youth amplify their voice 
and provide them with the tools to fight against hateful rhetoric and 
discriminatory policies. We promised you that we would work with youth to 
build a healthier, more humane and civil democracy.

We got a lot done. Over 15,000 youth participated in Mikva Challenge 
programs. That’s nearly 1,000 more than last year and the highest total in our 
history. We have strong, creative programs in Chicago, Washington D.C. and 
California. And because our democracy matters, we are planting roots in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Rochester, New York.

We are training hundreds of teachers across the country. Over 470 teachers in 
188 school districts and cities use our curriculum to make learning relevant and 
fun for students. They instill a sense of civic duty within students who become 
catalysts for change in their communities.

We continuously build partnerships with city officials to institutionalize youth 
voice in policy making. This year we launched a Youth Safety Advisory Council 
to provide youth input and recommendations to the Chicago Police 
Department.

Our alumni all over the country are involved in local elections, advocacy and 
neighborhood improvement initiatives. Last year  69% of Mikva Challenge 
alumni participated in community service versus just 36% of all youth 
nationally.

We are proud of these achievements and hope you are too. Please consider 
making a gift to Mikva Challenge. This is critical, urgent work that CANNOT 
be done without your help and support. We know you believe that our 
DEMOCRACY MATTERS.

Warmly,

Sharon Bush

            
Board Chair   



EmmanuelBatayola

CIVIC LEADERSHIP MATTERS



“
EmmanuelBatayola

When Emmanuel arrived 
at Mikva Challenge in 
July 2015 to work as a 

Summer Fellow in Alderman John 
Arena’s office, he brought with him 
a sharp sense of humor, an affinity 
for satire, and a healthy dose of cyn-
icism – all characteristics that could 
have spelled trouble for him in an 
elected official’s office. But instead 
of finding trouble, Emmanuel found 
a home in Alderman John Arena’s 
45th ward office among a staff that 
appreciated who he was and helped 
him learn to channel his quick wit 
and insights.  
Today, he is a Junior at UIC study-
ing Political Science and keeping his 
passion for politics alive by working 
for the Fritz Kaegi campaign for 
Cook County Assessor and serving 
as the Community Outreach Coor-
dinator at the Evanston City Clerk’s 
office.

Tell us about your Mikva 
Challenge experience.
I remember coming to the Mikva 
Challenge office for the interview 
thinking that this will be just like 
any other internship. A desk job to 
make some money over the summer 
break. I never thought it would fun-
damentally change how I thought 
about politics and politicians, or that 
I would discover myself through 
this experience.
The Summer Fellows program gave 
me a first-hand look into what gov-
ernment and politics were all about. 
Working for Alderman John Are-
na’s campaign was the first time 
that I truly saw that a politician can 
make a difference in people’s lives 
and that government itself is there 

to help. He was really inspiring in 
the different ways he took the issues 
of his residents to City Council, and 
seeing that truly inspired me and 
gave me a new-found passion for 
politics and government.  

Describe yourself as a high school 
student.
I was an extremely energetic per-
son but was without a purpose. I 
was always trying to be everybody’s 
friend and make everyone happy 
but in doing that I kind of forgot 

myself. Being part of Mikva chal-
lenged me in a lot of different ways. 
I was amongst a cohort of other 
young people who held different 
perspectives and they pushed me to 
challenge my views. That process of 
self-reflection helped me find my 
passion, which is helping people. 
My mom helps people in her own 
way. She’s in the medical profession 
right now, and she was concerned 
when I was going to college because 
I wasn’t studying medicine. But over 
time when she saw all that I was do-

ing to bring people’s voices to the 
forefront, she was really proud of 
me.  
 
 What programs were you involved 
with at Mikva Challenge?
I was a Mikva Summer Fellow for 
two years. I also worked as a Stu-
dent Election Judge through Mikva 
Challenge and came to every Cam-
paign Thursday Mikva hosted to 
phone bank during the 2015 guber-
natorial race. As a young alumnus, 
I got involved with Mikva’s Youth 
Action Council that was responsible 
for giving out mini-grants to youth 
teams who wanted to do an Action 
Project in their school.
 
What did you love most about 
being part of Mikva Challenge?
I think it is the relationships I’ve 
created with people. As much as I 
say I was extroverted, I did not have 
a sense of purpose and I felt like I 
was missing something. But being 
at Mikva  Challenge gave me con-
fidence in myself and pushed me to 
cross boundaries that I would have 
never dared to push. I am extreme-
ly grateful to Mikva for that. This is 
a small thing, but everywhere I go, 
I incorporate youth voice in what 
I want to achieve. For instance, it 
was my push that led Evanston City 
Clerk Devon Reid to create a youth-
led office. It showed me and the two 
younger interns we have there that 
it doesn’t matter what age you are, 
you can still make a difference in 
politics, in government, and in the 
world. It is just a matter of having 
that foundation, and that founda-
tion for me was Mikva 
Challenge.

Being at Mikva 
Challenge gave me 
confidence in myself 
and pushed me to 
cross boundaries that 
I would have never 
dared to push.

”
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Many of my students are immigrants and 
first generation Americans like me and 
in the past year they have felt margin-

alized, ignored, and fearful. Mikva Challenge 
has really helped me create a space where I can 
give them the tools to help them understand 
that a democracy includes them, that it includes 
their parents, and it includes them as citizens in a 
global sense.

I had a student, Sebastian, who was failing my 
AP Level History class but things completely 
turned around when he participated in Mikva 
Challenge’s Project Soapbox speech competition. 
He is a high functioning autistic student and 
in his speech he talked about living in a gang 
infested community and how that exasperates 
his anxiety. He won the competition and Mikva 
Challenge gave him the opportunity to travel 
to Washington, DC with students from Chicago 
and DC over MLK Day in 2017.  That experience 
transformed him!  The experience of watching 
him standing outside the White House giving his 
speech was amazing. His legacy to me is to never 
underestimate what our students are capable of. 
We all need that reminding.

I teach in a neighborhood high school on the 
Southeast side of Chicago. My students don’t 
often get opportunities to weigh in on an issue 

and be actively involved in politics. With Mikva’s 
Elections in Action program, my students are 
now critical thinkers, they’re able to weigh evi-
dence and see both sides of an issue, especially 
with both political parties. They’re also building 
their public speaking skills, gaining the confi-
dence to talk to total strangers and in my view, 
those are essential life skills that we don’t foster 
enough.
 
I’ve taught for 17 years but it was five years ago 
in 2012 that I started my journey with Mikva 
Challenge, and I’ve never regretted it! It changed 
my focus in the classroom. That was the first 
year I taught AP Government and that was also 
the year Chicago Teachers Union went on strike. 
Mikva Challenge provided opportunities for my 
students to come together and talk about elec-
tions and learn about the candidates while we 
were out on strike. It was awesome! They were 
learning the whole time. 

CIVIC COMMITMENT MATTERS

Sasha Guzman
Social Justice Humanitas High School
San Fernando, CA

Donald Davis 
George Washington High School
Chicago, IL 



People that know me really well know that 
democracy is the thing that I maybe love 
the most. It means that everyone’s voice 

matters, it means that we need a way to find 
common ground, it means that I’m responsible 
for myself and others, and that I have to solve 
problems. For young people it means their voice 
matters.
 
I met Mikva Challenge pretty early in my career 
and it has had a profound effect on how I’ve 
set up my classroom. My students are decision 
makers, they contribute new ideas, and they 
are facilitating and making choices about their 
learning and how they’re displaying their learn-
ing. The class is framed around the idea that our 
democracy is sick, and that the point of the class 
is that they will be given the tools needed to fix 
it. And so at the end they showcase what part 
of democracy they will continue to work on as 
they go off to college.
 

Living and working east of the river in 
Washington D.C, my experience is that 
young people are not invited to the table to 

share their perspective very often, and they have 
a very unique and powerful perspective! When 
you sit across from a young person (at least in 
my experience) and ask them a question, you get 
a very honest answer. And there’s so much pow-
er in that place.
 
I think one thing that has been a super positive 
impact of working with Mikva Challenge DC 
is that there’s now a few regular things that 
my students participate in every year. Through 
Project Soapbox, I’ve seen some young women 
find the voice and find the courage to talk about 
sexual violence. You can watch the transforma-
tion in these young women! They go from being 
ashamed of what has happened to them to feel-
ing empowered by who they are. They feel pride 
in finding their voice in that public space and 
develop a call to action. They realize they are not 
alone, they are not the only one who has experi-
enced it, and there are resources to help through 
the pain this trauma has caused them.

Linda Becker
Westinghouse College Prep
Chicago, IL

Karen Lee
Thurgood Marshall High School
Washington, DC
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WHY ACTION CIVICS? 

Our democracy is in 
trouble. Faith in 

government is at an 
all-time low and cynicism 

about politics is at an 
all-time high. 

As reported in 
The New York Times 

88 million 
eligible adults don’t vote 

at all, even in general 
elections.

“Only 25 percent of U.S. students reach 
the “proficient” standard on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress Civics Assessment.  White, wealthy students 
are four to six times as likely as Black and Hispanic students from 
low-income households to exceed that level. Here’s why: 
Students in wealthier public school districts are far more likely to 
receive high-quality civics education than students in low-income 
and majority-minority schools.” (National Education Association)

“A Civic Empowerment Gap exists in our country, impacting 
urban schools with low-income, diverse students who are 
provided fewer and lower-quality civic opportunities.” 
(Dr. Meira Levinson, No Citizen Left Behind, 2012)

Our Solution:
Strengthen our democracy by bringing Action Civics — an

 authentic and transformative learning process built on youth voice 
and youth expertise — to young people in underserved 

neighborhoods and communities of color.
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We’re building a movement to 
provide more young people 
the opportunity to participate 
in hands-on civics education 

15,000  
youth leaders 

Mikva Challenge surveys 
young people before and 
after their experience, and 
we found that upon 
completion of their 
Mikva program:

95% 
report understanding 
the process of how a 
candidate gets elected 
president

52% 
before the 
program

vs.

81% 
can make a strong 
argument for a 
candidate they support

28% 
before the 
program

vs.

90% 
are now confident 

working with a group of 
peers to solve 

community issues

52% 
before the 
program

vs.

94% 
report improved ability to 
critically analyze and take 
steps to solve a school or 
community issue 

57% 
before the 
program

vs.87% 
are now confident in their 
research skills through 
interviewing experts, 
surveying peers, and 
examining secondary 
sources

53% 
before the 
program

vs.



Our Action Civics Showcase is the culminating 
event of our Issues to Action program that brings 

together hundreds of young people to showcase their 
year-long activism efforts. This year, over 3,000 young 
people from schools in Chicago, Southern California 
and Washington D.C. presented their advocacy and 
activism work to their peers and community leaders. 
These students may be too young to vote but they are 
not too young to become civic leaders and forces of 
change in their communities.

Improving Youth-Police 
Relations 

Over the course of this school year, 
students at Dunbar Senior High 
School conducted an action civics 
project to improve relations 
between students and the local 
police. They studied the root caus-
es of mistrust between the police 
and local youth, and conducted 
surveys of their peers and teachers 
at the school about their 
experiences with the police.

Jobs for Youth, by Youth 

Concerned about the issue of 
youth unemployment, 
students at the Chicago Excel 
Academy of Southwest 
surveyed their peers and 
found that an increase in 
employment opportunities 
led to lower crime rates. They 
then networked with local 
businesses and community 
leaders to host a job fair at 
the school and connect stu-
dents with employment 
opportunities.

CIVIC ACTION MATTERS

Civics Showcase

“The experience at the Action 
Civics Showcase made me feel 
appreciated and made me 
believe my work is powerful.” 
- Youth participant from Curie High School



Immigration Rights & Protection

Students at Hawkins High School formed 
a group called S.E.R.Á (Students Educate 
to Resist and Advocate) to address the fear 
of immigration raids many of the students 
were faced with. This group organized 
“Know Your Rights” assemblies and 
community block parties to advocate for 
immigrant rights. They rallied to ensure 
their city and school retain their sanctuary 
status, and conducted multiple workshops 
on what to do if one should encounter 
I.C.E. Immigration lawyers. 

Youth Voice in Participatory 
Budgeting Chicago

After surveying their peers to learn what 
issues they care about most, students at 
Sullivan High School worked with the 49th 
Ward office and the Participatory Budgeting 
Project to draft a budget and propose a mural 
that would reflect the ward’s and school’s 
diversity. They’ve presented their work to 
community members in hopes they will vote 
for it to be funded with the ward’s 
discretionary dollars. 

"Today I felt very 
inspired. Inspired by 
the fact that there are 
teens who are 
concerned about 
issues that are going 
on in the community. I 
feel empowered that 
our youth will be our 
change and the 
future." 
- Youth leader at Mikva Challenge’s 
Action Civics Showcase 

MIKVA CHALLENGE ANNUAL REPORT    PG  10



SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS
gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

MIKVA CHALLENGE 
CHICAGO

*Indicates a multi-year 
pledge

$1,000,000
The John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation*

$110,000 - $205,000
Allstate Insurance Company
The Boeing Company
Robert R. McCormick 
  Foundation

$50,000 - $100,000
Anonymous 
Baskin Family Foundation* 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield     
  of Illinois
Crown Family 
  Philanthropies*
Joyce Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
W. Clement and Jessie V.     
  Stone Foundation

$30,000 - $40,000
Anita and Ken Adams
GCM Grosvenor
Leo S. Guthman Fund*

$20,000 – $29,999
The Brinson Foundation
The Chicago Community 
  Trust
Chicago Foundation for 
  Women
Entrust Capital
Field Foundation of Illinois
Hirayama Investments, LLC
IMC Charitable Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis

$15,000 - $19,999
Ariel Investments
Congressman and Mrs. 
  David and Judy Bonior
GAM

JP Morgan Chase
Jeffrey and Susanne Lyons
Jack Marco
Microsoft
William Blair

$10,000 - $14,999
Abbott Laboratories
ABS Equity L/S Strategies
AFL-CIO Investment Trust 
  Corporation
American Realty Advisors
Anonymous
Barrow, Hanley, Mewhinney 
  & Strauss, LLC
Best Portion Foundation
Columbia Partners 
  Investment Management
Dearborn Partners L.L.C.
Leonard Goodman
Hamilton Lane
International Brotherhood of 
  Boilermakers
Landmark Partners LLC
Lazard Asset Management
Lord, Abbett & Co.
LSV Asset Management
Manulife Asset Management
Marco Consulting Group
Rabbi Rachel Mikva and Mr. 
  Mark Rosenberg
David Narefsky and 
  Linda Goodman
Neuberger Berman
Osa Foundation
O’Shaughnessy Asset 
  Management, LLC
PNC Capital Advisors
The Pritzker Traubert Family 
  Foundation
RBC Global Asset 
  Management
Roosevelt Institute
Segall Bryant & Hamill
Sentinel Realty Advisors
Siragusa Family Foundation
Smith, Graham & Co. 
  Investment Advisors, LP
Sterling Organization
Ullico Inc.

Weinberg/Newton Family 
   Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Allianz Global Investors
Amalgamated Bank of DC
Analytic Investors
Anchor Capital Advisors LLC
Angelo Gordon & Co.
Apollo Global Management
Attorneys’ Title Guaranty 
  Fund
Bank of Labor
Boyd Watterson Asset 
  Management, LLC
Bridgewater Associates, LP
Caring & Daring 
  Lollapalooza
William and Jeanne 
  Charcalis
Corbin Capital Partners
Henry Crown and Company
The Crown Goodman Family
Delaware Investments
Diamond Hill Capital
Eaton Vance Investment 
  Managers
Exelon
Federated Investors
Fiera Capital Inc.
Franklin Templeton
Hive Chicago Fund for 
  Connected Learning
Income Research + 
  Management
INTECH
Intercontinental Real Estate
INVESCO
Janus Capital Group
Johnston Asset 
  Management LLC
Greg Kinczewski and 
  Mary Erickson
Logan Circle Partners
Loomis, Sayles & Co.
MacKay Shields
Manning & Napier
Laurie Mikva and 
  James Pfander
Amy Mills

Motorola Inc.
Multi-Employer Property 
  Trust
National Real Estate 
  Advisors
Paladin Capital Group
Pavilion Global Markets
Pritzker Pucker Family 
  Foundation
QMA
Governor and Mrs. 
  Bruce and Diana Rauner
Dr. Timothy Sanborn and 
  Hon. Julia Nowicki
Schroder Investment 
  Management North 
  America
Segal Marco Advisors
Segal, McCambridge, 
  Singer and Mahoney, Ltd.
The Sidley Austin 
  Foundation
Standard Life Investments   
  Limited
Susan Crown Exchange
Systematic Financial 
  Management
The TCW Group, Inc
UFCW 8 Golden State
UFCW International Union
University of Chicago 
  Philanthropy Lab
Victory Capital
Kayne Anderson Rudnick
Voya Investment 
  Managment
Wells Capital Management
Tom Wilson and Jill Garling

$2,500 - $4,999
Alger
Anonymous
Michael and Molly Andolina
Anonymous
Aristotle Investments
David and Susan Axelrod
Robert W. Baird & Co.
The Baird Foundation
Ralph Beck and Elizabeth 
  Goodbody
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BlackRock
Blue Rock Advisors
BMO Global Asset 
  Management
Joseph Byrd and 
  Helen Slade
The Chicago Bar 
  Foundation
Chicago Housing Authority
Steven Cohen
Crossroads Fund
Jill Gimmel Daschle
The Honorable James R.   
  Epstein
Mary Foyder Design LLC
Christopher Gibbons
A.J. Goulding
Institutional Capital LLC
Kennedy Wilson Charitable 
  Foundation
Lynda Leslie
John and Jill Levi
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
William A. Lowry
McMorgan & Company
Miner, Barnhill & Galland, 
  PC
Neal and Leroy, LLC
Parametric
PNC Institutional 
  Investments
Jack Ringer Family 
  Foundation
Square One Foundation
Gregory Tarpinian
UFCW Local 881
Univision Communications 
  Inc.
William G. McGowan 
  Charitable Fund
Wintrust
Woods Fund of Chicago

$1,000 - $2,499
AB
AFL-CIO Housing 
  Investment Trust
Amalgamated Bank of 
  Chicago
Anonymous (4)

Peter and Lucy Ascoli
Awesome Foundation
Babson Capital 
  Management LLC
Peter and Tracy Barber
Barnett Capital
Dr. Cynthia Barron and 
  Leo Barron
Alicia Bassuk
BCTGM International Union
Bentall Kennedy (US) L.P.
Norbert and Jo Ann Budde
Alderman Edward Burke
Michael Cassel
James Castello
Chicago Cubs
Christenson Investment 
  Partners
Louis Cohn and Pattie 
  Kroness
CTU Foundation
Jeffrey Dennis
Evanston Captial 
  Management LLC
Patti Eylar and 
  Charles Gardner
First Eagle Investment 
  Management
Andrea Jett Fletcher and 
  Will Fletcher
The Golden Family
  Foundation
Dr. Calvin Grant
Mark Guariglia
Glenn and Carol Gustafson
Hagerty Consulting, Inc.
Mac Hansbrough and 
  Lou Ivey
Philip S. Harper Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation 
  Discretionary Grant 
  Program, at the 
  recommendation of 
  Joan W. Harris
Gaye Lynn Hill
Holland Capital 
  Management LLC
IBEW Local 134
Dr. Leonard Jewell
JHL Capital Group LLC

Sarah Kammerer
Reyahd Kazmi
Koch Family Foundation
Kevin Manning
John Marco
Tara Marsh
MassMutual Financial Group
David May and Lois Scott
Mesirow Financial
Ronald and Patricia Miller
Judson and Linda Miner
Minow Family Foundation
John Mrowiec
Jenné Myers
Catherine Nardi and 
  Eric Gastevich
National Investment 
  Services
Isobel Neal
Joanne Nemerovski and   
  Marc Brown
Nikko Asset Management
Karen Norton
PanAgora Asset 
  Management
Peregrine Capital 
  Management
The Hon. Toni Preckwinkle
James Quaid
Kenneth Rattner
Research Affiliates LLC
Curt and Linda Rodin
Burton X. and 
  Sheli Z. Rosenberg
Danielle Rudas and 
  Jordan Goodman
Claudia and John Salstone 
Philanthropic Fund
Seizert Capital Partners
Thomas R. and 
  Traci Dority Shanklin
Laurence and Janet Shiff
Leslie Smith and 
  Michael Uzer
Arvin Soh
Asha Spencer
Denise Spillane
Commissioner Larry 
  Suffredin
The Hon. Kurt Summers

The Rock Creek Group, LLC
TimesSquare Capital 
  Management, LLC
Beau C. Tremitiere
UFCW Local 99
UFCW Local 1996
Urban Partnership Bank
Patty Waggoner
Wedge Capital 
  Management, L.L.P
Robert Weissbourd
Western Asset Management
Westfield Capital 
  Management Company LP
Brian and Sheila Whalen
Paula Wise
Sarah R. Wolff and 
  Joel L. Handelman
Zenith American Solutions

$500 - $999
Jim Allen
Michael Alter
Scott and Jill Baskin
Kay Berkson and 
  Sidney Hollander
Jeremiah Bird
Neal Brady and 
  Tracy Quattrocki
Mike Buck
Cindi Canary and 
  Adam Brooks
Larry and Martha Casazza
Chicago Federation of 
  Musicians
Dr. Hilary Conklin
Andrew and Kelly Conneen
Susan Crothers
Yolanda Daniel
Mr. Richard Daskais
Peggy Davis
Matthew DeConcini
Dimensional Fund Advisors
Vernon Edler
The Honorable Jerry Esrig
Susan Feibus
The Hon. Jeffrey and 
  Ellen Gilbert
GoldPoint Partners
Ronald and Carol Gonsky
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Great Lakes Advisors
Greenheart International
Andrew Griffin
Thomas Hayes and 
  Claudia Langman
Mia Henry
Adolfo Hernandez
David Hoffman
James and Eileen Holzhauer
Hanna Hunt
Thomas F. Hynes
Glenn Johnson
Donna Kapche
The Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Paul Levy
Lori Lightfoot
Marc Lipstich and 
  Meira Levinson
Patrick M. Magoon
James and Kitty Mann
Bryan Minier
Nell Minow and 
  David Apatoff
Michelle Morales
Aletia Morgan and 
  David Redlawsk
Muzinich & Co.
Patrick Naughton
Adele and Seymour Neems
Lynda Neylon
NORC at the 
  University of Chicago
PIMCO
RidgeWorth Capital
Kianna Robinson
Philip and Mary Roden
Oscar Romero
Alfred Ronan
Jorge Saucedo
Schnitzer Family Foundation
Maria Simon and 
  John D. Taylor
Nikki and Fred Stein
Adlai and Nancy Stevenson
Jennifer Telek
Jim and Diane Toma
UW-Madison School of   
  Education
Vernof Schwartz & Co.
Tom and Jeannie Wixon

$250 - $499
Shaun Andolina
Anonymous (2)
Oscar Bahena
Stephen and Susan Baird 
  Foundation
Paula Barnett
Alan Bartelstein
Mr. Charles J. Bender
Douglas and Elizabeth   
  Bender
The Benevity Community 
  Fund
Frank and Katharine Bixby
Jonathan Blume
Mr. Charles Brady and 
  Ms. Kathleen Quattrocki
Peg Breslin
Pamela Brick and 
  Steven Abbey
Brown Advisory
Carl M. and Jeanine O’Nan 
  Brownell
Derrick Buckingham
Sharon Bush
Demetrius Carney
Kirstin Chernawsky
The Hon. Richard Clifton
Kevin Conlon
Daniel Craig
Representative Barbara 
Flynn Currie
Caroline Davidson
Steven Drickey and 
  Amy Yates
Lisa Duarte
Steven Elrod
Gerald and Sandra Eskin
Brenda Fineberg
Westby Fisher
Sol A. Flores
Mr. Michael Forde
Judy Gaynor and 
  Malcolm Gaynor
Mr. Ken Goldstein
Richard and Emily Good
Goodwin Capital Advisers
Robert Grossman
Myra Levine Harris and 
  Alan Lubitz

Heller Consulting
Howard and Elizabeth 
  Helsinger
Terri Herring-Croom
Ms. Megan Hougard
Natalie Howse
Andrew Jacobs
Jasculca/Terman Strategic 
  Communications
Keely Jones
Ms. Ann Kappler
Jackie Kinnaman and 
  Henry Bayer
Janet Lang
Elizabeth Lassar
Ruth Levine
Valerie Lipic
Tara Magner
Joseph Mancino
Judge Mary Mikva’s Law 
  Clerks
Kathleen Murdock
Carol and Pat Navin
Dr. Jacqueline Pardo and 
  Mark Hornung
Matthew Pawlak
Susan Payne
Carolyn Pereira
Steven Pflaum and 
  Karen Robertson
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Sally Randel
Bob Ray and Barbara Stoldt
Gerry and Kathleen Ring
Michele Rivkin
Daron A. Romanek
Lowell Sachnoff and 
  Fay Clayton
Mr. John Schmidt
Mr. Joseph Seliga
Jacqueline Shiff
William Singer and 
  Joanne Ciccheli
Nate Inglis Steinfeld
Mr. Barry Sullivan and Mrs.   
  Winnifred Fallers Sullivan
Jessica Tansey
Joseph Tilson
The Trust Family Foundation
Annisa Wanat

Judge James Wascher
Fred and Linda Wertheimer
Jacqueline White
Lauren S. Young 
Michael Young
Ms. Donna Yuen
Margie and Mark Zivin

$100 - $249
Andrew Abtahi
Allan L. Alson and 
  Sue Ann Glaser
Anonymous
Mary J. Auld
Jennifer Avery-Emani
Russell Barefield and 
  Robert Mahoney
Dolores Barnett
Ms. Jill Bass
Daniel Beck
Jimmy and Sally Beloff
Jacqueline Bermak and 
  James Phipps
Jonathan and Susan Berusch
Ms. Lieselotte N. Betterman
Timuel D. Black
Lawrence Blum
Natalie Bookey-Baker
Mr. Bruce Boyer
Elizabeth Bright
Faidat Brimah
Mr. Steven Bringardner
Brian Brothman
Chris Brown
Julie Brown
Ursula Buckman
Bernetta D. Bush
Robert Chutter II and 
  Hillary Chutter-Ames
Brian and Patricia Cohn
Carol Cohn
Comerica Bank
Chanel Coney
Zachary Cook
Candace Corr
Cristina Covarrubias
Margaret Cox
Cory Croft
Senator John J. Cullerton
Kareem Dale



BECAUSE DEMOCRACY MATTERS      PG 14

gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

Renee Davis
Nancy Day
Sonya Dekhtyar
Adam DeSantis
Anthony and Heidrun 
  Downing
Brian Ebling
Peter Edelman
William Edwards
Allison Elder
Read Eldred and Nancy 
  Johnson
The Eli’s Cheesecake 
  Company
Mark Ellis
Sarah Eng
Dr. Wei Fan
Maurice Fantus and 
  Judith Aiello-Fantus
Ms. Jessica T. Feldman
Peter Fidler and 
  Kate Grossman
Katie Fitzell
Janet and William Flapan
Dr. David Freedman and 
  Audrey Stillerman
Lawrence Friedman and 
  Susan Snodgrass
Louis and Judith Genesen
Alphonse Gerhardstein and 
  Miriam Gingold
Mallory Gianola
Kelly Glynn
Ozzie Godinez
Ian Goller
Michael Good
Michael Goodkind
Will Gorman
Betsy Gotbaum
Shelly Stern Grach
Jeffrey and Linda Graubart
Richard and Mary Gray
Laura Grisolano
Mary Ellen Guest
Emily Guthrie
Kelly Hallberg
Cindy Hallums
Shalina Hampton
Steven Handler
Joel Hart

Adam Hecktman
Jane Heron
Amie Hill
Norman Hoffberg
Marvin Hoffman
Kim Holmes and 
  Joel Bonder
Alderman Brian Hopkins
Joanna Hornsnail
Teena Hostovich
John and Betty Jacobs
Dr. Carrie and Mr. Richard 
  Johnson
Cameron Jones
Ra Joy
JRG Capital Partners
Justice Elena Kagan
Jackie Kazarian
Elizabeth and 
  Anthony Keating
Abbie Kelley
Farihah Khandaker
Jessica Kimbrough
Ellen Kinczewski
Kit Kinports
James Knoll
Ann Korban
Jodi Kornfeld
Dwight and Rosalyn Ladd
Robert Lassandrello
Katherine Lauterbach and 
  Rick Grant
League of Women Voters of 
  Chicago
Paul and Eileen Lefort
Rebecca Levin
Lara LeVoy
Keith Lewis
Vance Liebman
Jeff Liskar and 
  Cheryl Einhorn
Amalia Mahoney
Barbara Goodman Manilow
Tameshia Mansfield
Andy Marco
Michael Markman
Rito Martinez
Sonia Mathew
Sandra Simmons Matthews
Anita Mauro

Charles and Mary Jane 
  McCarthy
Julia McCarthy
Patrick and Rita McCourt
Gayle McJunkin
Barisa Meckler
Carolyn Mehta
Audrey J Mellem, TTEE
David Melton and 
  Nancy Segal
Lydia Colunga-Merchant
David and Janet Midgley
Mari Mikolajczak
Blair Milo
Joanne Moon
Alderman David Moore
Candace Moore
Mr. Andre Myers
Mary Ann O’Meara
Hak Kwon Oh
Alpa Patel
Mr. Douglas Patinkin
Matthew Patinkin
Mr. Benji Patzik
PepsiCo Inc.
Laurent Pernot
Alexander and Barbara 
  Polikoff
Matthew Primack
Stephen Pugh, Esq.
William and Eleanor Revelle
Kenneth Rolling
Adina and Daniel Romain
Greg Rose
Jeffrey Rothstein
Thomas Rousse
Mrs. Susan Rubnitz
Thomas Rudbeck III
Frank and Joan Safford
Joan Safford
Catalina Salley
Judy Korshak-Samuels
David Schaper
Ellen Schumer and 
  Tracey Abman
Holly Sellers
Mark Shapiro and 
  Roberta Goldberg
Roberta Siegel
Susan Silverman

Judith Simon
Patricia J. Simon
Amy K. Singh
Roberta Levinson-Sirota and 
  Michael Sirota
Mr. Jerry Smith
Ms. Brenan Smith-Evans
Ms. Paulette Solow
Catherine Squires
Laurence Stanton and 
  Susan Loeb
Stefanie Steines
Lucille and Arnold Stieber
Geoffrey Stone
Richard Sullivan
Ed Tanzman and 
  Ellen Partridge
Susan and Theodore Tepas
Susan Thomas
Ms. Judith Torney-Purta
Bonita and David Turner
Nina Vinik
The Viola Project
The Hon. Patricia M. Wald
Scott Wallace
Charles Wasserman
Vanessa Waserman
Weigel Broadcasting Co.
R. Jason Weller
Julia Wheeler
Robert Williamson
Sarah Wills
Jodie Winnett
Gretchen Winter and 
  Jim Brown
Monika Wunk
Elizabeth Wurm
Lara Ziemba

$1 - $99
Dominic Adducci
Calvin Allen
Sekia Allen
Amazon Smile
Beth Andersen
Anonymous (2)
Wynn Bailey
Erv and LuAnne Ball
Theodore Banks
Doris and Gene Bass
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gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

Barbara Berger
Rabbi Marc E. Berkson and   
  Deborah Carter Berkson
Senator Arthur Berman
Mary Scott-Boria
Mrs. Mary Pat Brady
Catherine Brown
Adam Buckner
DeAnndra Bunch-West
Nancy Burke
Merita Bushi
Mr. Chris and 
  Ms. Aziza Butler
Edward and Mary Jane   
  Chainski
Thomas Clark and Jean 
  Bryan
Audrianne Coffer
Ms. Wendy Cohen
Caroline Cournoyer
Nick Currie
Janan Dave
Mark Davis
ShaRhonda Dawson
Skyler Dees
Louise DiLullo
Margaret Dziubek
Ty Easley
Julie Englander
Richard Feffer, Jr. and 
  Kendra Blalock
Hon. and Mrs. Roger G. Fein
Janice Feinberg
Janet Fisher
Jean Fisher
Anastasios Foukas
Sarah Frick
Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Ms. Helen C. Gagel
Ayeshia Johnson Garrett
Lauren Gash
Stella Gaytan
Amy Gilbert
Katy Githens
Debra Gittler
Paul Goren and 
  Gwen Macsai
Abner Greene
Sandra and Eston Gross
Janelle Guild

Deepa Gupta
Richard Y. Guthrie
Cortney Hall
Emily Harris and
   James Ridker
Josephine Heller
Rocio Herrera
Jenny Heydemann
Jay Heyman
Roderick K. Holmes
Mark Isenstein
Morton Jaffe and 
  Barbara Schaffer
Alexandria Janopoulos
Jellyvision Lab
Karen Johnson
Michaela Jones
Ms. Chelsea Kammerer
Alexa Karczmar
Rebecca Keate
Ted Knutson
Benjamin Kornfeld
Thomas Kotarac
Abe and Joan Krash
David Kravitz
Phyllis Kravitz
William Kresse
Marvin Krislov and 
  Amy R. Sheon
Adam Kubey
Laura Kubiak
Nancy Bekenstein Kullman
Margaret Larson
Lisbeth Leanos
Edgar Leon
Josh Lerner
Daniel Levi
Norman Levin
Ben Levine
Daniel Libit
Nancy Liebschutz
Cynthia Linton
Eva Liu
Alison Luchs
Martha Lundin
Alma Martinez
Miriam Martinez
Ruben Martinez, Jr.
Viviana Martinez
Douglas Masters

Patrick Mauro
Eve Mayer
Ms. Debbie McFarland
Daniel Mercado
Catrina Miksis
David Miller
Barb and Bruce Mitchell
Meryle Mitchell
Emily Moss
Israel Munoz
Eve W. Noonan
Sefandbang Obot
Brenda Palm
Gail Parry
Mark and Ruth Patzloff
Michael and Jeanne Pfander
Lara Pruitt
James Quaid
Teresa Ramos
Michael Remington
Enid Rieser
Tom Rolf
Aaron Rosenberg
Dalius Savicuas
Michelle Schlack
Mrs. Janisse Selan
Dr. Richard Shapiro
Jeremiah Shavers
Howard Sinker
Mr. David Skaggs
Vladimir Skoric
Erice Smith
Erik Snapp
Jason Sommer
Mary Sotir
Marcus Switzer
Anthony Teasley
Shawn Teasley
Wade Thomson
Kimberlee W. Vasko
Maria Velazquez
Daniel Wachter
Dr. Gary Wainer
Robert Weisman and 
  Audrey Selin
Chris Wheat
Dr. Arnie and 
  Ms. Judith Widen
Patricia Wilder
Chanta Williams

Grace Wolf
Ann Wolff
Scott Wozencraft
Mona Yeh
Kristiana Zerom
William A. Zolla

IN-KIND DONORS
Allstate Women Executive 
  Network
American Heart Association
Melissa Binder
Chicago Department of 
  Public Health
Susan Crotty
Jim Fadel
Catherine Hickey
The Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Marco Consulting Group
Jack Marco
John Marco
MATTER
Henry McGill Design
Beth Mitchell
Tom and Cile Mitchell
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Julian Reagan
Reza’s Restaurant
Sommers & Fahrenbach
Nick Trella
Tom and Jeannie Wixon

MATCHING GIFT DONORS
Allstate Insurance Company
Anonymous
The Boeing Company
The Chicago Community 
  Trust
Heller Consulting
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
Jellyvision Lab
Polk Bros. Foundation
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gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

THE ABNER AND ZOE 
MIKVA LEGACY FUND
The Abner and Zoe Mikva 
Legacy Fund was 
established to sustain Mikva 
Challenge’s 
founding program – 
Elections in Action – and to 
honor the profound impact 
of Ab and Zoe Mikva on our 
lives. We gratefully 
acknowledge the following 
supporters of this campaign 
since its launch in 2015 
through December 31, 
2017.
*Indicates a multi-year 
pledge

PLATINUM ($170,000)
Jack Marco*

GOLD ($75,000 - $100,000)
Anonymous (2)

SILVER ($25,000 - $50,000)
Baskin Family Foundation*
Steven Cohen and 
  The Hon. Mary Mikva*
Doris Conant
Rabbi Rachel Mikva and 
  Mark Rosenberg
Ted and Susan 
  Oppenheimer
The Hon. Heather Steans 
  and Leo Smith*
Robin Steans and 
  Leonard Gail*
Richard and Joan Wolff*

BRONZE ($5,000 - $15,000)
Cynthia Canary and 
  Adam Brooks*
Senator Richard J. Durbin
The Honorable Julie Hamos 
  and The Honorable Alan   
  Greiman*
Janis Kanter and 
  Thomas McCormick*
Greg Kinczewski and 

  Mary Erickson
Koldyke Family Fund*
The Lewis-Sebring Family 
Foundation
Richard and Judith Meltzer*
Jerry Newton 
  and David Weinberg*
Bettylu and Paul Saltzman
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen 
  and Katz

CHAMPIONS (Up to $4,999)
Tracey Abman and 
  Ellen Schumer
Vicki Abrahamson
James Allen
Ariel Investments, LLC
David Baltmanis
Myra Baum
Susan Bekenstein
Juliet Berger-White
Steven, Karen, and Ariana   
  Berkowitz
Sen. Arthur L. Berman
Rona Bezman
Michael Bien
Lisa Brown
Dr. Robin Buerki
David and Debbie Chizewer
Judge Sharon Coleman
Caroline Cracraft
Bob Drake
Rabbi Laurence Edwards 
and Susan Boone
Marilyn Elrod
Steven M. Elrod
The Honorable Jerry Esrig 
and Judge Deborah Thorne
Patti Eylar and 
  Charles Gardner
Leslie and John Francis
Maya Friedler
Judy and Malcolm Gaynor
Bob Glaves
Barbara Goldenstein
Meghan Goldenstein
Ruth Goldsmith
Ken Goldstein
Carol Gottlieb
Zoe Gratsias

Sandra Gross
Michael Halpin
Christie Hefner
Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann
Mark J. Heyrman
Marsha Hoover
Donald Hornstein
Nancy Kaszak and 
  Tom Heaney
Judith Kitzes
James Knoll
Steve and Heidi Krone
Nancy Bekenstein Kullman
Peter Landon
Beth M. Lange
Joan Davis Levin
Norman Levin
Rhita Lippitz
Linda Loving
Nancy Lyons
Lisa Marcus
Robert W. Matanky
Patrick Mauro
Maureen Mosh
Jana Mundy
Walter Nathan
The Hon. Rita Novak
Hon. Julia Nowicki
Patsy Palmer and Talbot  
  “Sandy” D’Alemberte
Mr. Douglas Patinkin
Aviva Miriam Patt
Geoff Pfander
William and Margaret 
  Pfander
Kenneth and Nancy Raphael
Richard Ressman
Alexandra Romano
Audrey Rosen
Barry Rosen
Mr. Donald Segal
Gary and Mindy Sircus
Mr. Jerry Smith
Linda K. Smith
Blake Toll
Judges of the U.S. Court of 
  Appeals - D.C. Circuit
Stephanie Wallis
Robert Weinberger
Jane Wishner

MIKVA CHALLENGE DC

$223,000
The Richard Kronheim Trust

$50,000 - $60,000
Anita and Ken Adams
Sylarn Foundation

$10,000 - $15,000
Congressman and Mrs. 
  David and Judy Bonior
Carol and Landon Butler
Share Fund
Richard and Joan Wolff

$2,500 - $5,000
AFL-CIO Investment Trust   
  Corporation
Anonymous
Decker Anstrom and 
  Sherron Lynn Hiemstra
Columbia Partners 
  Investment Management
Cooke and Bieler, L.P.
Crowell & Moring 
  Foundation
Jill Gimmel Daschle
Peter Hart
Humanities Council of   
  Washington DC
International Union of 
  Bricklayers and Allied   
  Craftworkers
Lazard Asset Management
Jack Marco
Paladin Capital Group
Philllip A. Hart 
  Democratic Club
Pamela Silberman
Singh Management Co., 
  LLC
Sarah and Edward Stettinius
Ullico Inc.
Eva Yazhari

$1,000 - $2,499
Landon Headley Butler
Congressman Thomas J. 
  Downey
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gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

Sanford and Joan Horwitt
Robert and Ann Lingo
Judith and Richard Meltzer
Richard and Jill Meyer
Aletia Morgan and David 
Redlawsk
William Nussbaum and 
  Susan Spangler

$500 - $999
Robert Brandon
Lisa Brown
Congresswoman 
  Rosa DeLauro and 
  Stanley Greenberg
Julie Domike
Robert and Marjorie Green
Beth Heifetz
Kim Holmes and 
  Joel Bonder
Mr. Ronald Lee
Chris Leonardo
Bruce Lerner
Jim and Geehan Lingberg
Martha Pope

$250 - $499
Mr. Thomas L. Birch
Andrew Bonior
Nancy Bonior
Steven Briggs
Jocelyn Cadwallader
Nadine Cohodas
Peter and Alison Fenn
Matthew Gelman
Georgetown University 
  Center for Social Justice 
Research, Teaching and 
  Service
Ms. Zoe Gratsias
Lewis Grossman
Ms. Hanna Hunt
David Israelite
Lou Ivey
Jobs With Justice Education 
  Fund
Thomas J. King
Stanimir Kostov
Mr. Sidney Lawrence
Carrie and Rick Leveridge

Gary Lytle
Dr. Maeva Marcus
Matthew F. McHugh
Dr. Kenann 
  McKenzie-Thompson
David Umansky

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Karin Bencala
Kevin Bliss
Jeffrey Bonior
Brian Brady
Damien Brouillard
Mr. Larry Cohen
Jeffrey J. Fairfield
Esther and Albert Foer
Jeffrey and Linnea Goddess
Joshua Gotbaum
Nishan Halim
Jerry Hartz
Wade Henderson
Aimee Hill
Justice Elena Kagan
Linda Kirschten
Marc Porter Magee
Kevin Manning
Mary Beth Maxwell
David Medina
Marcy Mistrett
John Moore
Alan Morrison
Jane Myers
Ralph Neas
Corrine Parver Esq.
Brian and Almuth Payne
Lara Ponomareff
Dale Pupillo
Tiffany Quivers
David Rapp
Catherine Rudder
Karim Sadjadpour
Mr. Austin Schlick
Eric Schwartz
Tamara Senikidze
Julie Sutherland
Jennifer Vasiloff
James Vollman
Robert Weinberger
Latrice Willis

Sherilyn Wright
Rabbi Daniel G. Zemel

$10 - $99
Keri Adamson
Anonymous
Mackenzie Baris
Heather Booth
Taryn Coe
Joe Deegan
Jessica Gingold
Adri Jayarante
Sarah McGull
Barbara Moreno
Hon. Stanley and 
  Judith Sporkin
Michael Takiff
Heather Marie Vitale
Lawrence Weiner

In-Kind Donors
Agua 301
NYU Brademus Center/NYU 
Washington DC 

ACTION CIVICS LA

$15,000 - $25,000
Arsalyn Foundation
Sylarn Foundation
Weingart Foundation

$1,000 - $5,000
Ambassador Jeff Bleich
Neal Brady and Theresa 
Quattrocki
Ethan Falk
Courtney Lilly
Sheep Meadow Foundation

$500 - $999
Brian Brady
Jeff Buchanan
Ellyce Cooper
Mr. Steve Krone
Kristen Schaal
Jason Woliner

$100 - $499
Kambiz Akhavan
Anonymous (2)

Jose and Justine Arteta
Ms. Adele Burke
Mr. Richard Christiansen
Cynthia Hirschhorn
David Jargowsky
Irene Kappos
Steven Lichtman
Wendy Molyneux
Anthony Pennay
Joseph Port
Jason Reich
Joseph Reed
Phillip Rhys
Rebecca Schiffman and 
  Scott Jacobson
Holly Schlesinger
Jonathan Schroeder
Matt Selman
Skirball Cultural Center
Kulap Vilaysack
Kim Davis-Wagner

$10 - $50
Marnie Bradford
Tim Brady
Clare Crespo
Leelai Demoz
Amy Galland
Susan Galland
Susan Larsen
Stephanie Marquis
Christopher O’Neal
Clinton Schaff
Seth Weitberg
Michele Wolfe
Mona Yeh

In-Kind Donors
Leelai Demoz
Laura Krafft

Matching Gift Donors
Anonymous

CENTER FOR ACTION 
CIVICS (CFAC) Supporters
Arsalyn Foundation
Institute of International 
  Education’s Global Travel  
  and Learning Fund
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TRIBUTE GIFTS

In Honor of Ken Adams
  David Umansky

In Honor of Molly Andolina
  Shaun Andolina
  Valerie Lipic
  Kathleen Murdock
  Susan Thomas

In Memory of George Barger
  Weigel Broadcasting Co.

In Honor of Doris Bass
  Jill Bass

In Honor of Gene Bass
  Jill Bass

In Honor of Jill Bass
  Doris and Gene Bass
  Lara LeVoy

In Honor of Janet Bixby
  Frank and Katharine Bixby

In Honor of David Bonior
  Martha Pope
  Michael Takiff

In Honor of Brian Brady
  Charles Brady
  Cynthia Hirschhorn
  Jackie Kazarian

In Memory of Susanne Brady
  Maurice Fantus and Judith   
    Aiello-Fantus
  Jessica T. Feldman
  Phyllis Kravitz
  Mary Ann O’Meara

In Honor of Kevin Brown
  Chris Brown

In Honor of Sharon Bush
  Unmi Song, Lloyd A. Fry    
    Foundation

In Honor of Aziza Butler
  Mary Ellen Guest

In Honor of Carol Cohn & 
Michael Rheinheimer 
  Louis Cohn and 
    Pattie Kroness

In Honor of Patty Cohn 
  Louis Cohn and 
    Pattie Kroness

In Honor of 
Andrew Coneen 
  Joseph Mancino
  Susan Silverman

In Memory of 
Natasha Deutsch 
  David Melton and 
    Nancy Segal

In Honor of 
Louise DiLullo 
  Erv and LuAnne Ball

In Memory of 
Eugenie Ermoyen 
  Zoe Gratsias

In Honor of Helen Gagel 
  Catherine Squires

In Honor of 
Natalie Gastevich
  Catherine Nardi and 
  Eric Gastevich

In Honor of 
Richard Good 
  Michael Good

In Honor of 
Michael Good 
  Richard and Emily Good

In Honor of Zoe Gratsias 
  Alison Luchs

In Honor of 
Adolfo Hernandez 
  Chris Wheat

In Honor of Dylan Igoe 
  Janan Dave

In Honor of 
Thomas Janopoulos 
  Alexandria Janopoulos

In Honor of 
Rebecca Janowitz 
  Robert Williamson

In Honor of Keely Jones 
  Jennifer Avery-Emani

In Honor of 
Sarah Kammerer 
  William Edwards

In Honor of John Keller 
  Gayle McJunkin

In Honor of Lisa Kim 
  Adam Hecktman

In Honor of
Greg Kinczewski 
  Ellen Kinczewski

In Honor of 
Emma Kornfeld 
  Jodi Kornfeld
  Meryle Mitchell

In Honor of Laura Krafft 
  Clare Crespo

In Memory of 
Ned Lauterbach 
  Katherine Lauterbach and    
  Rick Grant

In Memory of 
Thomas ‘Tom’ Lesak 
  Weigel Broadcasting Co.

In Honor of Robyn Lingo 
  Robert and Ann Lingo
  Brian Payne

In Honor of Jack Marco
  The Honorable Jerry Esrig     
   & Judge Deborah Thorne
  Judy and Malcolm Gaynor
  Jackie Kinnaman and 
     Henry Bayer
  Julia McCarthy
  Pamela Silberman

In Memory of Abner J. Mikva
  Anonymous
  David and Susan Axelrod
  Theodore Banks
  Barbara Berger
  Rabbi Marc E. and 
  Deborah Carter Berkson
  Hon. Jeff Bleich
  Heather Booth
  Peg Breslin
  Chicago Federation of 
    Musicians
  The Hon. Richard Clifton
  Henry Crown and Company
  Yolanda Daniel
  The Eli’s Cheesecake 
    Company
  Patti Eylar and 
    Charles Gardner
  Hon. and Mrs. Roger G. Fein
  Janet Fisher
  Jean Fisher
  Ronald and Carol Gonsky
  Abner Greene
  Laura Grisolano
  Mac Hansbrough and 
    Lou Ivey
  Myra Levine Harris and 
    Alan Lubitz
  Jane Heron
  Hanna Hunt
  Abbie Kelley
  Jackie Kinnaman and 
    Henry Bayer
  Ted Knutson
  Steven Krone

gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017
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gifts received between July 1, 2016 & June 30, 2017

  Nancy Bekenstein Kullman
  Margaret Larson
  League of Women Voters     
    of Chicago
  John and Jill Levi
  James and Kitty Mann
  John Marco
  Dr. Maeva Marcus
  Alma Martinez
  Douglas Masters
  Anita Mauro
  Ms. Debbie McFarland
  Matthew McHugh
  David and Janet Midgley
  Judge Mary Mikva’s Law   
    Clerks
  Alan Morrison
  Jenné Myers
  Adele and Seymour Neems
  Dr. Jacqueline Pardo and 
    Mark Hornung
  Matthew Patinkin
  Michael and 
    Jeanne Pfander
  James Quaid
  Adina Romain
  Greg Rose
  Holly Sellers
  Mark Shapiro and 
    Roberta Goldberg
  Patricia J. Simon
  Roberta Levinson-Sirota   
   and Michael Sirota
  Mr. David Skaggs
  Nikki and Fredric Stein
  Kimberlee W. Vasko
  The Hon. Patricia M Wald
  Scott Wallace
  Judge James Wascher
  Julia Wheeler
  Ann Wolff
  Richard and Joan Wolff
  Scott Wozencraft
  Michael Young
  Ms. Donna Yuen

In Honor of 
Newton Minow 
  Beth Andersen

In Honor of 
Michelle Morales 
  Sol A. Flores
  Alpa Patel

In Honor of Robin Moran 
  Laurie Mikva

In Honor of Jenné Myers 
  Sarah Frick

In Honor of 
David Narefsky 
  David May and Lois Scott

In Honor of 
Patrick Navin 
  Mark Isenstein

In Honor of Langdon Neal
  Irving Harris Foundation 
    Discretionary Grant 
    Program, at the 
    recommendation of 
    Joan W. Harris
  Koch Family Foundation
  Joanne Nemerovski and   
    Marc Brown
  Tom Wilson and Jill Garling

In Memory of Robert Norton
  Andrew Abtahi
  AFL-CIO Housing 
    Investment Trust
  Ted Doyle, Alger
    Amalgamated Bank of    
    Chicago
  Anonymous
  Mr. Charles J. Bender
  Douglas and Elizabeth   
    Bender
  Sharon Bush
  William and Jeanne 
    Charcalis
  Evanston Capital 
    Management
  Glenn and Carol Gustafson
  Thomas F. Hynes
  Lynda Leslie
  Carolyn M. Mehta

  Patrick Naughton
  Karen Norton
  Benji Patzik
  Matthew Pawlak
  Dalius Savicuas
  Arvin Soh
  Denise Spillane
  Catherine Squires
  Steve Lomax, UFCW Local    
    1996

In Honor of Pres. 
Barack Obama 
  Vladimir Skoric

In Honor of 
Michelle Obama 
  Dr. Carrie Johnson

In Memory of 
Harold Patinkin 
  Douglas Patinkin

In Honor of Cook County 
Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle 
  Irving Harris Foundation   
    Discretionary Grant 
    Program, at the 
    recommendation of 
    Joan W. Harris
  Koch Family Foundation

In Memory of 
Barbara Sansone 
  Weigel Broadcasting Co.

In Memory of 
Frank A. Schroeder 
  Weigel Broadcasting Co.

In Honor of Jackie Shiff 
  Michael Markman

In Honor of Jackie Shiff, in 
loving memory of 
Grandparents Jay & Esther 
Shiff and Melvyn & Joan 
Blutter
  Laurence and Janet Shiff

In Memory of 
Theodore Silverman 
  Carol Gottlieb

In Honor of Amy Singh’s 
Birthday
  Teena Hostovich
  Jill Levi
  Amalia Mahoney
  Barbara Goodman Manilow

In Memory of 
Ralph Smuckler 
  Vance Liebman

In Memory of 
Eugene Solow 
  Ms. Paulette Solow

In Memory of 
Gloria Solow 
  Ms. Paulette Solow

In Honor of 
Justin Sommer 
  Jason Sommer

In Memory of 
Irene Stanwick 
  Weigel Broadcasting Co.

In Honor of 
Amanda Tzivas 
  Beau C Tremitiere

In Honor of 
Susan Williams 
  Eve W. Noonan

In Memory of 
Emma Wilson 
  Ms. Paulette Solow

Mikva Challenge has made 
every effort to make this list 
accurate and inclusive. If you 
discover an error or omission, 
please email Kelly Rolf at
kelly@mikvachallenge.org so 
that we may correct our records. 
Thank you.



LEADERSHIP

Mikva Challenge 
Board of Directors

Sharon Bush, 
Board Chair

Christopher Butler, 
Vice Chair

Jack Marco, Treasurer
Jenné Myers, Secretary

Peter Barber
Dr. Cynthia Barron

Cynthia Canary
Michael J. Cassel

Robert Ellis
Andrea Jett Fletcher

Sanford “Sandy” 
Horwitt

Sarah Kammerer
Reyahd Kazmi
Lisbeth Leanos

Keith Lewis
John Marco

Rito Martinez
Amy Mills

David Narefsky
Mark Rosenberg
Jacqueline Shiff

Amy Singh
Brian Whalen

Dr. Lauren S. Young
Zoe Mikva, 

Life member, 
non-voting

Mikva Challenge DC 
Advisory Board

Randy Kinder, 
Board Chair

Pamela Silberman, 
Vice Chair

Ken Adams
Steve Binder
David Bonior

Robert Brandon
Thad Fletcher

Lewis Grossman
Nicholas Guzman

Beth Heifetz
Sandy Horwitt
Cosby Hunt

Stanimir Kostov
Bruce Lerner
Jim Lingberg
Mark Maloney

Alden Matamoros
Kenann McKenzie Thompson

Judith Meltzer
Ralph Neas

Michael Pistner

Tiffany Quivers
Sarah Stettinius
Richard Wolff

Action Civics LA 
Advisory Board

Saul Sarabia, 
Board Chair

Kamy Akhavan
Ali Bissonnette
Ellyce Cooper
Leelai Demoz

Ivelisse Estrada
Ethan Falk

Michelle Herczog
Cynthia Hirschhorn

Edgar Khalatian
Laura Krafft
Steve Krone

Adele Lander Burke
Jessica Levinson
Christian Lindke
Eduardo Lopez
Bill Macomber
Tony Pennay
Bob Perkins

Erica Rameriz
Clint Schaff
Tony Terry

Adam Wemmer
Jason Woliner

Linda Yaron

Mikva Emerging 
Leaders Board
Debra Cohen

Lydia 
Colunga-Merchant

Dan Craig
Patrick Croke
Leann Gaines

Adolfo Hernandez
Keely Jones
John Keller

Farihah Khandaker
Danny Levi

Eva Liu
Carolyn Mehta
Beth Mitchell

Candace Moore
Burrell Poe

Kianna Robinson
Danielle Rudas 

Goodman
Erice Smith

Aaron Tucker
Vanessa Wasserman

Donna Yuen

(L-R) Supporter Phil Rhys with ACLA Board Members Ethan 
Falk and Laura Krafft and members of JPMorgan Chase 
The Fellowship Initiative in Los Angeles, CA

Mikva DC Board Member Richard Wolff and youth leaders 
at the 2017 Mikva DC Action Civics Showcase

Chicago Board Members Jack Marco and Amy Singh 
attend the 2017 Youth Change Maker Awards & Benefit 
Dinner



FY17 Financial Narrative

Mikva Challenge is proud to report a strong 
financial position at the end of our FY17. We 
aligned our programming more strongly to mission 
with an eye to sustainability, while devoting 79% of 
our expenditures directly to Action Civics programs 
for youth, teachers, and schools. We ended FY17 
with a significant budget surplus, driven by a 
multi-year capacity-building investment from the 
John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation that 
will enable us to build critical infrastructure in 
operations, resource development, program 
assessment, marketing, and curriculum offerings. 
This year we also met growing demand for our 
unique fee-for-service trainings across the country. 
We are excited about the Mikva model taking root 
in more communities and schools across the U.S. 
Thank you for your support of Mikva Challenge.

MIKVA CHALLENGE GRANT FOUNDATION

Individuals - 14%
Contracts - 17%
Special Events - 23%
Foundations - 44%

Fundraising - 8%
Adminstrative - 13%
Programs - 79%
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Expenses

Revenue
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